
 
 

 

 
 
 

With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
We carry light and love to the world. 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
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OUR VALUES STATEMENT:  We recognize that we are not here 

by chance but are gathered together to be the church of God in 

Christ. 

We recognize that God is making us, through grace, into a 
fellowship that embodies and expresses the spirit of Christ.  

In this fellowship there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of us are one 
in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). Therefore, we welcome all people, 
regardless of religious office, position, possessions, education, 
race, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, mental 
ability, physical ability or other distinctions; and work to promote 
anti-racism. (Adopted 4/6/25) 
 
VISION STATEMENT:  Working as a supportive family of faith to 
extend God’s gracious welcome through worship, community 
service, and spiritual growth opportunities.   

 ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
The Liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 
Are you hearing impaired?  If you are having difficulty hearing 
our worship service, try using our Assisted Hearing System, which 
is available from an usher. 
 
Today’s worship service is being live-streamed beginning at 
9:25am and will be replayed next Sunday at 6pm on FM radio 
station 102.9. The service is available to view anytime on the home 
page of our website: www.nlcww.org. 
 
In-person attendance for last Sunday:  124 
 
PLEASE MAKE SURE CELL PHONES ARE SILENCED. 

http://www.nlcww.org/
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CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE O Happy Day Kimbault/Putnam 
   

 
THE GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us 
together as the people of God. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able and turn toward the baptismal font. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Praise the Lord, all you nations! 

Extol him, all you peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

Praise the Lord! (Ps 117) 

 

Please look toward the cross as it processes toward the altar. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN  Processional with Flags  

                             We Are Marching in the Light of God 866 
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Additional stanzas ad lib.: 
 

We are dancing…  We are praying…  We are singing… 
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Please be seated. 

 

LITANY FOR WORLD COMMUNION 

 

One voice: We are all one family.  (English – Ed Lewis) 

Many voices: We are all one family, made in the image of 

God. 

 

One voice: He’ ohana ho’okahi kākou a pau. (Hawaiian –  

  Rich Day) 

Many voices: We are all one family, all over the world. 

 

One voice: Somos todos una familia.  (Spanish – Danny Diaz) 

Many voices: We are all one family, each unique and 

special. 

 

One voice: Iisang pamilya tayo. (Tagalog –Carlan Helgeson) 

Many voices: We are all one family, brothers and sisters, on 

one journey of faith. 

 

One voice: พวกเราคอืครอบครวัเดยีวกนั  (Thai–Pat Squires) 

Many voices: We are all one family, united in love, united in 

peace, united in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Please stand. 

 

PASTORAL BLESSING 

 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion 

endures forever. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  Beloved God… Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture  
readings, preaching, and song. 

 
 
 
Children are dismissed for Sunday School. 

 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM At This Table Myrin/Menzel/Snyder 
  Chancel Choir 
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A READING FROM THE LETTER 3:4b-14 
OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS Reader: Janet Johnson 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner 

who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in 

it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went 

away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 

tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves 

and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent 

other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same 

way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 

son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 

‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So 

they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to 
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a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 

give him the produce at the harvest time.” 42 Jesus said to them, 

“Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes’? 43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom 

of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 

produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken 

to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 45 When the 

chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 

that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but 

they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON  
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

Please stand. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

A moment of silence for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to You all our sins. Our 
burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, 
call us back to You. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
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Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 

God’s love. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY A Place at the Table vv. 1,3,5 
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Please be seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for 

the church and the world. 

 

After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
You may offer your neighbor a sign of peace. 
 

THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
OFFERTORY 

You may place your offering in the offering basket by the baptismal font, or 

bring/mail to the office during the week.  You may also donate on-line at 

https://www.nlcww.org, or on our Facebook page. You may also contribute 

using Venmo or Zelle if you have an account or use the QR code below. 

For more information about these methods see today’s Weekly 

Announcement Sheet.  

 
 
Assisting Minister unveils the chalice and paten. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray.  Creator God, in your wisdom You bring forth all 
that is good, and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your 
table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may 
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work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 
 
 
Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us: 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come, for all things are now ready. Come to the table with all your 

kin and share with all in need: the gift of healing for those in pain, 

the gift of forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for those 

in doubt, and the gift of hope for those in tears.  

 

May we who share these gifts, share Christ with one another 

and with all our kin. 
 

You may be seated. The ushers will invite each row to come to the altar.  

You may stand or kneel at the communion rail and receive bread and wine 

(or request a gluten free host and/or grape juice). Please let an usher know 

if you cannot come to the altar to receive communion. We will have 

communion brought to you. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  One Bread, One Body - 496 
 Here Is Bread – 483 
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483 

 

 
COMMUNION MEDITATION MUSIC 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
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Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 

hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen 

us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, 

as You have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us 
in mission to the world. 

 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 

 

Gracious God… your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold 

you today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Room at The Table  
 
SENDING 
 

People of Nativity, what is our mission? 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to 
the world. 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Heaven has come near!  Go, share the good news!  
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE All The Earth Shall Sing Your Praises
   Baloche/Leatherman 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Isaiah 25:1-9 Psalm: 23 

Philippians 4:1-9 Matthew 22:1-14 

 

COFFEE HOUR – Please join us for fellowship in Winemiller Hall after 
today’s worship service.   
 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
New this week:  Darinka Lienau, Dennis Marquis 

Continue to pray for:  Brian Albright, Tom Anderson, Julie Aroyo, Killian 

Ash, Anne B., Debra B., Carlos Bayron, Eric Vincent Baez, Tracey Baker, 

Baker family, Frani Barnes, Maria Baynon, Baynon family, Herb Baynon, 

Pat Berry, Windy Binns, L. Bizzy, Ruth Brellenthin, Denny Brown, Anthony 

Brown, Harlee Brown, Paul Todd Brown, Agnes Burkart, Ralph Campbell, 

Canea family, Lynn Cawley, Diane Cello, Stacy Christian, Patti Cotter, Kat 

Crawford, Joe Crawford, Charles Deon, Dominik Desormeaux, Annie 

Douglas, Marylou Fallon, Sarah Fountain, JoAnn Faulkner, Gavin, Jenna, 

and Ben Felder, Flower family, Vicki Goers, Beth Groetsch, Olivia Haaland, 

Terry Halgren,  Danny Hambaugh, Beth Hammood, Joy Heinecke Hatton, 

Clifford Hauer, Robert Hauer, June Heinecke, Gary and Mary Heinecke, 

Glenn Heinecke, Steve Henry, Kay Hill, Sandra Hill, Barbara Hofving, Artez 

Hooker, Linda Hrab, Justin Jensen, Beth Johassen, Joanne Johnson, Brian 

Johnson, Rosa Jusino, Willy K, Mike Kelsey, Karen family, Finn Katona and 

family, Kevin, Marc Kortier, Stephanie Krepshaw, Mary Krol, Maggie Kull, 
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Jessica Lachance, Kenny Larsen, Debra Leinenger, Donna Lucier, Bob 

Maday, Germaine Major, Mallory, Elaine Malone, Marie McCauley, 

Bradford Allen McWilliams, Donna Munro, Mark and Wayne Musarra, Eva 

Mydland, Kelly Oliver, Brian Oliver, Oliver family, Michele Oliver, Ethan 

Oliver, Jim Palmer, Jennifer Busch Pontrelli, Jennifer Poutrelli, Lou 

Prettyman, Barbara Prochilo, Raquel and family, Mary Reber, Rinehart 

family, Colleen Rocco, Rocco family, Dennis Rogers, Doreen Ruggierio, 

Nancy Salzbach, John Sannuto, Carole Schaefer, Dick Schaefer, Bob 

Schneider, Sharon Schroeder, Shaun, Sirmenis family, William Stewart, 

Karl Strievski, Kathy Swank, Bob & Alice Totten, Antonio Vaznelis, Vernon, 

Wahlund family, Peggy and Bruce Waldorf, Alice Wells, Lauren West, West 

family, Luke Williams, James Wirth, Barbara Wold, Christopher Younger, 

Eileen and Carol and Jason 

 
 
PRAYERS:  The list will be cleared every four weeks.  If you wish to remain 
on the list for longer than four weeks, please call the office and request a 
long-term prayer.  In case of emergency, contact the office at 352-597-1456 
and leave a detailed message.  Messages are checked daily. 
 
 

 
Altar Flowers:  If you would like to order flowers in honor or in 
memory of someone, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex, or 
you can call the office at 352-597-1456.  Donation is $25.00.  
Flowers can be picked up after the 9:30AM Sunday service, or 
you can schedule a pick-up time with the office if you are not 
attending service. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

Presiding Minister Rev. Giuseppe Mattei 

Assisting Minister Norm Davis 

Scripture Reader Janet Johnson 

Acolyte/Crucifer Wayne Morris 

Ushers Wayne Morris & Lou Prettyman 

Greeter(s) Evelyn Galli & Steve Miller  

Music Director Donna Olsen 

Organist Kathy Hackemer 

Altar Guild Connie Chase & Janet Jones 

Sanctuary Connie Chase & Gayle Howland 

AV Director Art Alt 

Audio Francesca Major & Pat Squires 

Cameras Mark Major 

Graphics Diane Alt, Ed Lewis & Linda Rizzo 
Video Production Vicki Page 

Head counter this week June Kristoferson 

Data Entry Barbara Crisanti 

 
NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF WEEKI WACHEE 

A CONGREGATION OF THE FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD OF THE 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

6363 Commercial Way, Weeki Wachee, FL  34613 
Phone (352) 597-1456 

Email: Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com, Website: nlcww.org 
Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 
Deacon Charlotte Downing 

Music Director: Donna Olsen 
Audio/Visual Director: Art Alt 
Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m.  
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