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ELCA worshiping communities are encouraged to celebrate the new Feast Day of Creation
in Christ. This Feast opens the liturgical “Season of Creation” which runs from September
1 through October 4, the commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi.

Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the
world in the Byzantine tradition and has been the opening feast of its liturgical year (known
as the Feast of the Indiction), in parallel with Rosh Hashanah marking the Jewish New Year.

Creation in Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the world in and through Christ,
who sustains, unites, and holds all created things. Throughout the Bible, we hear that God,
who is Love and Life, cannot but constantly give of God-self. Love and Life cannot be
contained but spill into a new thing and the creation of the cosmos comes about. Thus,
God generously creates and providentially sustains all things: sun and moon, shining stars,
sea monsters, creeping things, flying birds and, yes, even human beings. Christ invites us
to join in as caretakers of God's good creation.

Efforts toward the festival originated when in 1989 Demetrius, the Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople, offered an invitation “to the entire Christian world” to mark September 1
as a day of prayer for creation. Over the years, popes and ecumenical patriarchs began to
meet on September 1 for prayer and advocacy with other ecumenical leaders.

On the Day of Pentecost in 2015, Pope Francis wrote the encyclical “Laudato Si” to
celebrate God’s presence in creation and to call all people of good will to conscientious
stewardship by taking "swift and unified global action"." A joint Orthodox-Roman Catholic
message was released in 2017 renewing the invitation to prayer to the whole Christian
world and declaring September 1 a Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.

In the joint declaration, Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew wrote:

“The story of creation presents us with a panoramic view of the world. Scripture
reveals that, “in the beginning”, God intended humanity to cooperate in the
preservation and protection of the natural environment... The earth was entrusted to
us as a sublime gift and legacy, for which all of us share responsibility until, “in the
end”, all things in heaven and on earth will be restored in Christ (cf. Eph 1:10). Our
human dignity and welfare are deeply connected to our care for the whole of creation.

T Laudato si' (24 May 2015). See also |. Our World and Pope Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato si’ | The Quarterly
Review of Biology: Vol 91, No 3; Il. Integrating Ecology and Justice: The Papal Encyclical | The Quarterly Review
of Biology: Vol 91, No 3; IV. Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’, Global Environmental Risks, and the
Future of Humanity | The Quarterly Review of Biology: Vol 91, No 3
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However, “in the meantime”, the history of the world presents a very different context.
It reveals a morally decaying scenario where our attitude and behavior towards
creation obscures our calling as God’s co-operators. Our propensity to interrupt the
world’s delicate and balanced ecosystems, our insatiable desire to manipulate and
control the planet’s limited resources, and our greed for limitless profit in markets —
all these have alienated us from the original purpose of creation. We no longer
respect nature as a shared gift; instead, we regard it as a private possession. We no
longer associate with nature in order to sustain it; instead, we lord over it to support
our own constructs.

The consequences of this alternative worldview are tragic and lasting. The human
environment and the natural environment are deteriorating together, and this
deterioration of the planet weighs upon the most vulnerable of its people... The
urgent call and challenge to care for creation are an invitation for all of humanity to
work towards sustainable and integral development.

Therefore, united by the same concern for God’s creation and acknowledging the
earth as a shared good, we fervently invite all people of goodwill to dedicate a time of
prayer for the environment on 1 September. On this occasion, we wish to offer thanks
to the loving Creator for the noble gift of creation and to pledge commitment to its
care and preservation for the sake of future generations.... Indeed, an objective of our
prayer is to change the way we perceive the world in order to change the way we
relate to the world. The goal of our promise is to be courageous in embracing greater
simplicity and solidarity in our lives.”?

In 2024, a major conference in Assisi, Italy, gathered church leaders, scholars, and
ecumenists to consider proposals for a “Feast of Creation” across Eastern and Western
traditions. The universal celebration is the result of collaboration across denominations,
including the Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Lutheran World
Federation, which includes the ELCA, and the World Council of Churches.

Every Sunday in the Season of Creation (September 1-October 4) we will observe a
specific theme and will close the season with a Blessing of the Animals on Monday,
October 12 in our courtyard.

?https://www.archivioradiovaticana.va/storico/2017/09/01/the_day_of_prayer_for_the_care_of_creation_joint
message/en-1333983
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There is a complex paradox that involves the three main emphases in the “Season”: God
the creator, the creation itself, and creation’s current need for healing.

First, God is both beyond creation (transcendent) and actively present in, with, and under
all creation (imminent). God is both the powerful creator of the earth and the crucified
creature of earth, Jesus, a violated creature who has chosen vulnerability to demonstrate
power.

Secondly, God’s act of creation is both before time (“In the beginning...”) and
continually unfolding now in living creatures and the wider cosmos. The earth is both
“very good,” and deeply wounded. We humans are all simultaneously environmental
saints and sinners, yet not all people are equally responsible for environmental harm; our
unjust human systems allow some to hoard earth’s harvests and force deprivation and
disproportionate environmental burdens on others.

Through a Season of Creation, we commit to learn to hear the choir of other creatures
praising God for the blessing of their existence. “Everything that has breath” praises the
Lord, proclaims Psalm 150:6. But it isn’t only praise. The creatures cry out to God in their
need for food, protection, and healing. Psalm 104 helps us perceive even in the roaring of
predators the language of prayer: “The lions roar for their prey, seeking their food from God”
(v. 21). Maybe hearing more deeply the spiritually significant voices of other creatures and
letting them take their rightful place as the longtime leaders in creation’s songs will help us
relate to these members of our creaturely family more respectfully, justly, and reciprocally.

In joining the hymn of all creation, we join the cosmos itself singing back to God the love
out of which it was created. We walk by faith in life as pilgrims on our common journey and
on our temporary home seeking the harmony and balance intended by God since the
beginning of the world. Together with God, the whole cosmos celebrates with gratitude the
Shabat of rest, the universal Shalom.

Francis, Bishop of Rome, offered two prayers at the end of his letter (encyclical) to the
world, Laudato Si. In one he called to prayer all people of good will. In the other he
addressed the world Christians. | offer you his second one.

A Christian prayer in union with creation

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.

They came forth from your all-powerful hand;

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love.
Praise be to you!
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Son of God, Jesus,

through you all things were made.

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth,

and you gazed upon this world with human eyes.
Today you are alive in every creature

in your risen glory.

Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light

you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts

and you inspire us to do what s good.

Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you

in the beauty of the universe,

for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness

for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined

to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world

as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,

that they may love the common good, advance the weak,
and care for this world in which we live.

The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,

help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,

for the coming of your Kingdom
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of justice, peace, love and beauty.
Praise be to you!
Amen.?

3 Laudato si' (24 May 2015)
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