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Can you imagine being cooped up in the ark for almost a year with your family and a whole 

bunch of animals? Can you imagine the smell, the noise, the chores of caring for the animals? 

What if someone got seasick? Did the animals get along? And what about entertainment: did 

Noah bring along books, board games, cards? Would his food supply outlast the rain? 

This is how it all began. 

When the number of human beings multiplied on earth, the Lord God realized that their heart 

was totally corrupt and bent on doing evil. Their wickedness had spread throughout creation, and 

nothing was spared as if whatever they touched became desolate, a waste: violence and 

destruction was all about (see Genesis 6:5-7.11-13). God resolved to scrape everything and start 

over were it not for Noah, a man after God’s heart (Genesis 6:8; 7:1). 

After instructing Noah to build an ark and to gather in his immediate family and all sorts of 

animals, God determined to bring a flood to cover all the earth,1 undoing the boundaries God set 

to the bodies of water in the second and third day of creation (see Genesis 1:6-10).  

It rained so hard and long for forty days and forty nights that the whole world was flooded, and 

the ark started floating. After the rain stopped, the waters gradually drained, and the ark 

eventually came to rest on the mountains of Ararat (Genesis 8:4). The total time Noah and his 

family spent on the ark, from entering to leaving, was approximately one year, with the earth 

becoming fully dry by the twenty-seventh day of the second month of the following year 

(Genesis 8:13–14). 

Upon exiting the ark with his family and all the animals, Noah built an altar and set out to offer a 

burnt offering of thanksgiving to God. The offering was pleasing to God, and God repented of 

his furious reaction and resolved never again to destroy earth and all living beings even as God 

acknowledged that humans are “bent toward evil from an early age.”2  

God chose the rainbow as a sign to remember His pledge; the covenant God made was not only 

with human beings but with all of creation. Some early spiritual thinkers realized that the use of 

violence to right a wrong was never a good idea and even God repented of having made such a 

choice. At the sight of a rainbow, God would refrain from further harm. I guess that insight was 

not totally shared by other biblical writers as they figured that God would condone and even 

promote violent punishment. In fact, in the Hebrew Scriptures’ (aka, the Old Testament’s) 

Mosaic law, blasphemy, idolatry, witchcraft, adultery, sodomy, and rebellion against parents 

could all receive capital punishment.  

 
1 Genesis 6:17 and 7:1-4 
2 Genesis 8:21 
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I simply do not understand or accept a God who uses violence to purge people and their land 

from sin and wickedness. I cannot see how the same God can look at the rainbow in 

remembrance of His pledge and at the same time ignore, recant and violate His own word. 

The descriptions of divine acts of retribution and divine commands to use violence are but 

human projections meant to justify their own appropriation of the right to impose violence! God 

realized earlier on that punishing people into subjugation didn’t work. People don’t change 

because you yell at them and use all sorts of cruelty but are loved into new persons, transformed 

from the inside out. 

God’s wrath, judgment and condemnation of the recklessness of sin are a proper and expected 

response to the deviation from justice and the perversion of the non-violent ways of the Lord by 

humans. Rebellion, indifference or corruption of the heart cause harm to self and to the rest of 

creation and stand in open and clear opposition to the vision of life and harmony that God has for 

the whole cosmos.  

Human wickedness surely requires firm and prompt condemnation. Divine exposure and 

correction of sin through God’s messengers and prophets are to be viewed as an invitation to 

repentance and reparation. 

But the God we now know and have a better and more intimate knowledge of through Jesus is a 

totally, remarkably, and insanely non-violent God whose love prompts God Him/Herself to 

descend into the most corrupt, dark, and deviated elements of sinful humanity to redeem them 

not through fear and by forceful means but through radical and unwavering dedication to the 

world’s welfare.  

God in Jesus chooses self-emptying to practice vulnerable love: God chooses to risk it and 

depend on people’s hospitality. Instead of bending the human spirit to accept His will by force, 

God bends His will to meet humans where they are and to transform the human heart through 

grace. Jesus plunges into the waters of the River Jordan to purify them of sin and emerges 

acknowledged as God’s Son and affirmed in his righteousness. He accepts being handed over and 

crucified and remaining hidden in the cold and dark earth and emerging a new creation, totally 

renewed and vindicated. To those who want to follow him he gives no sign but that of Jonah3 and 

no other prescription but to pick up one’s cross and follow him. 

God’s love for the cosmos is so involved and so immense that a tragic reality of abuse, pain and 

extreme violence hurts God. God can’t ignore it and stay away but shows active solidarity with 

suffering creation. God’s love is so huge and persistent that even death can keep God away. If not 

 
3 Matthew 12:40 
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even death can stop God, the promise of a new heaven and a new earth is a sure bet. It is that 

hope that informs our courage to love and to practice the faith. 

May truth and justice and hope guide our living. May the Children of the Light live of the love of 

God, the vision of God, and the peace of God. May we know the joy of Jesus. Amen. 


