Joel 1:1-10, 19-20; Romans 8:18-28; Matthew 3: 13-17

September 20, 2026

Pastor Giuseppe Mattei

Who am I? How do | describe myself? What are the adjectives | use: pastor, husband,
father, educated, spiritual, thoughtful, friend, ally, concerned, good person, honest...?

Who am | if, one by one, | peel off all the layers that cover and represent me, all the
attributes and descriptions, those socially given, those | worked hard to achieve, and those
| want people to see? What will | find? Will l like it?

What part of me does God know and what part do | think is hidden to God? What part of me
does God love and what part am | terrified God will condemn me for? Will God reject any
part of me, or will God rather heal?

At times, when we do things, we dislike and other people disapprove of, we claim we don’t
recognize ourselves. But am | me only when | do things | am proud of oram | me also when |
catch myself doing things my own mother wouldn’t approve of? In those guilt-producing
moments, | acknowledge an intimate familiarity with Paul’s famous confession, “what |
want to do | do not do, but what | hate | do”? In his letter to the Romans, he realized that
what caused much suffering to him and those around him was sin.’

All of us can do great things for the common good and at the same time are capable of
injury to self and others. We share the same beautiful nature and the same potential to
harm. | am notimmune to faulty thinking, corruption of the soul, and betrayal of my truest
self.

When we dig deep enough inside, we arrive at the realization that we are all children of the
Light and made in the image of invisible God. The Light in us is but a spark, a flame, a fire,
an expression of the nature of Christ, the blueprint of the cosmos that God delighted in
shaping in individual forms.

The process of allowing that light to shine, the process of becoming who we already are is
no other than the process of manifesting ourselves, the process of revealing our true
nature. It is a process that creates expectation in every living being as St. Paul poetically
declared: “the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.”?

The imprint of God is at the core of every created thing: God in us and we in God. In fact, it
is still Paul who announced to the expectant crowd in Athen that “[t]he God who made the
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world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built
by human hand.” God created people “...so that they would seek him and perhaps reach
out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live and
move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.”’In
other words, we come from God, emanate from God, and as God declares, we are gods,
children of the Most High.?

God is in nature as nature is in God. Someone has used the analogy of a sea sponge
immersed in water and containing water. God is inside and outside and all around us. That
Divine Presence is revealed as Goodness, Beauty, Truth, Peace, Justice, Generosity and so
on. When those values are cultivated and made evident, communities blossom. When
those divine attributes are not sought after but rather are despised and buried deep inside,
evil, ugliness, corruption, greed, dishonesty take over and bring destruction, misery and
death.

Our job is to choose between Good and evil, Life and death.*

Jesus’ mission is one of healing foul smelling wounds that carry sighs of decay and death
and restore one to life and divine dignity. He’s come to open the eyes of those longing to
see, to offer wisdom to those open to receive it, to bring justice and peace to those who are
violated, and to declare freedom to both victim and victimizer, abused and abuser.

I’lL close with the words of spiritual author, Nan Merrill who thus interpreted Psalm 106:

“Awaken us to the Oneness of all things, to the Beauty and Truth of Unity. May we become
aware of the interdependence of all living things, and all things in You. For as we attune to
Your Presence within us, we know not separation, and joy becomes our dwelling place.”
Amen.
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