Genesis 3:8-19; Matthew 12:38-40
Pastor Giuseppe Mattei
September 13, 2026

The ancient, inspired authors of the Bible tried to explain where bad choices come from,
and they figured out that they originate with one fundamental choice that our primordial
parents made. That bad choice is at the foundation of all others. They figured that the first,
original bad choice that Adam and Eve made was to mistrust and disrespect God and
ignore the boundaries that God had set.

The Earthly creature (in Hebrew, “adam” made from haadamabh, dirt: see Genesis 2:7) and
his “side” companion (in Hebrew, tzalelot: see Genesis 2:21), became thus distinguished
into “male” (in Hebrew, ish) and “female” (in Hebrew isha: see Genesis 2:23), and “they
were both naked” the Book of Genesis tells us (2:25). Their “nakedness” was s symbol of
innocence, honesty, transparency, integrity of which “they were not ashamed.”

Here enters the serpent into the idyllic human story.

Genesis 3:1 calls the serpent craftier than any other wild animal the Lord God had made.
The serpent belongs to the created order. It is not introduced as a rival deity, an uncreated
principle of evil or an equal opposite to God. Israel’s Scripture rejects cosmic dualism.
Whatever power the serpent will display remains the power of something God had made.

The serpentis one of the creatures Adam has just named. Naming creatures asserts
Adam'’s authority over the animals, yet one animal now addresses the woman and begins to
govern the human imagination. The created hierarchy is inverted. The divine image-bearing
humans submit their judgment to a creature, and the creature’s word becomes more
credible than the Creator’s. Both “ish” and “isha” were duped to disregard God’s command
“not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (Genesis 2:17). They
ate it and realized they were naked. The line in the sand they were not to cross was indeed
crossed over. They thought they were gaining something and they lost everything.

This is the very nature of the fall: the creature first presumes to interpret the Creator’s
intentions, then evaluates and judges God’s command, and finally becomes the avenue
through which humanity reaches for godlike status. By claiming the right to define good and
evil, human beings place themselves alongside God, and eventually above Him. Once this
boundary is crossed (Genesis 4), they soon assume authority over life and death and
remake stewardship of creation according to their own desires rather than God's design.

What follows the “original sin” is an unraveling of relationships. No one takes responsibility
and one accuses and points the finger to another. Thank God there were only two human
beings at the time. Can you imagine what might have happened if there were others at
earshot, watching, interpreting, embellishing, judging, condemning and piling on in
shameless gossip? Talk about the pretense to know good from evil: gossip is surely an

Season of Creation, Year A 1



Genesis 3:8-19; Matthew 12:38-40
Pastor Giuseppe Mattei
September 13, 2026

application of that and can murder someone’s character as Martin Luther taught. He
insisted that God commands us to protect our neighbor’s reputation as we would our own.’

Luther described backbiters as those who “are not content just to know but rush ahead and
judge.” They “relish and delight in it like pigs that roll in the mud and root around in it with
their snouts,” spreading even a little gossip to stir up others’ dirt. He linked gossip to
slander, defamation, and betraying confidences, emphasizing that God forbids speaking
evil about another even if we know they are guilty.

In both the Large and Small Catechisms, Luther summarized the Eighth Commandment
as: “We should fear, love, and trust in God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor,
betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and
explain everything in the kindest way”. This means interpreting others’ actions charitably,
making excuses for them, and avoiding judgmental speech.?

What Adam (the first “earthly creature”) did was to dis-trust God. Dis-trust of God’s Word
lands us in an alien land. We are all aware of that alienation, that breach of relationship,
that deep sited feeling that we are away from God and long for reunification. Any attempt
on our side to climb back to God on our own is ineffective: the gate is closed (Genesis
3:24): one cannot build a relationship on dis-trust; we are not capable of building that kind
of relationship. None of us can. All of us have sinned of the same sin of Adam.

But thanks be to God for Jesus, the humble and obedient servant. In Jesus God reaches
down to us and we are saved not for our merits but for his faith by grace. Through him all are
saved. In Jesus we see and experience total trustin God and the way he’s done it is not to
take upon himself the right to judge right from wrong but to relinquish that divine ability and
empty himself (Philippians 2). Can you imagine what the whole creation might look like if
we all longed and hoped for that kind of trustin God? Can you imagine how different our
stewardship of creation might look like?

May we learn to follow him, the New Adam, Jesus Christ, who from the depth of his
intimate relationship with God has trust God with all his life and didn’t pull back. May we
learn to let go of selfish reasons and honor God in all creation. May we let the Christ nature
in us as in the rest of the created world manifest the refreshing force of love that gives life.
Amen.

" http://www.glcrh2.org/content.smallcatechism.org_1/class_outlines/2d_tcomm_8.pdf
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