Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20
August 23, 2026
Pastor Giuseppe Mattei

Throughout his life, Jesus faced questions about his identity
from people across every walk of life, from distant observers
to his closest disciples. All searched for signs and wrestled
with one question: “Who is this man?”

The question took on more urgent fervor when, after his
public humiliation and execution on a cross as an outlaw, he
is brought back to life and appears to his disciples first and
then to multitudes.” The intent of the gospel writers was to
announce the extraordinary event of Easter morning and
God’s intent to offer peace and reconciliation. From then on,
disciples and observers of all time are challenged to give a
personal answer to that question: “Who is Jesus to me?”

In today’s gospel, we hear Jesus himself broaching the
subject with his own disciples: “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” Then, seeking their own response, he asks:
“But who do you say that | am?”

To a Western ear, Jesus’ questions might sound like those an
insecure and narcissistic person would ask: “Do you like
me? Do you value me? Do you hear me, my longings, my
grief, my celebrations and my mourning? Am | seen? Do you
see my attempts at being a good person: honest, decent,

"1 Corinthians 15:3-8
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authentic, faithful, generous?” Those questions reveal a
veneer of anxiety, a desire for affirmation and acceptance.

But Jesus was not brought up in the Western world. In fact, in
a group-first society such as a Mediterranean culture, where
the focusis on inter-connection and inter-dependence, the
questions Jesus raised were to inquire about the depth and
health of the relationship. Those were not “Me” questions
but “Us” questions. They were meant to probe on whether
Jesus’ interaction with the world was contributing to the
wellbeing of society. His inquiry is meant to assess the
positivity or negativity of Jesus’ contribution.? So, Jesus’
questions can be translated as: “Are you getting me? Is your
world a better place because of me?”

Peter, as Peter does, blurts out an answer. But it turns out to
be a profound confession: “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”

Where did that come from? He’s seen Jesus heal the sick,
feed the crowds, calm storms, and walk on water, and that
has profoundly impressed him. His jaw must have dropped,
and his eyes widened when Jesus gave sight to the blind,
opened ears, cleansed lepers, and raised the dead.

2 Bruce Malina and Richard Rohrbaugh, Honor-Shame Societies, in Social-Science Commentary, p. 369
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Peter must have marveled at the good news being brought to
the poor, and at the hidden things revealed to the simple. He
must have experienced a renewed life when he unburdened
his load at Jesus’ feet and took on Jesus’ yoke, learning from
him who is gentle and humble in heart.

Good for Peter.

His walk with Jesus is now closer and more meaningful. He
will slip, misunderstand and renegue him, as humans tend
to do, but eventually he’ll grow in trust and generosity, and
will spend his life enamored of Jesus and his gospel. He’ll be
a model of faith and discipleship for us as all saints who
follow in Jesus’ footsteps tend to do.

But what about us? Who do we say that Jesus is? Where has
he touched us? What part of us has he healed? How has he
made us whole? What contributions has he made to our life?
What’s changed? How has my mind been transformed
because he’s part of my life? Am | able to see? To see it?

Jesus was there in my moments of crisis, in my moments of
unfaithfulness, denials, and backpaddling. He’s not judged
me but looked at me tenderly, deeply, and has welcomed me
back with a forgiving embrace. He’s stood by me in times of
pressure, darkness and despair, and has renewed my hope,
my courage and resolution. In him I’'ve found joy and have
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determined to keep on walking with my hand on the plough:
no turning back.

What about you? | am willing to bet that you also have known
him and learned to trust him not only when everything was
easy and bright but especially in your moments of crisis and
darkness. Have you declared him your Lord, Son of the living
God? How is he helping you to align your actions with your
faith? Is your ethical life an evident expression of your faith?
Where do you find it most challenging? Have you learned to
praise his name not just in your heart but also in the public
forum, in the assembly of the faithful?

To Peter Jesus proclaimed: “On this rock | will build my
church.” (Mt 16:18) May also our faith be found strong.
Amen.
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