
 
 

 
 
 

With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
We carry light and love to the world. 

 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 
 

 



2 
 

OUR VALUES STATEMENT:  We recognize that we are not here 

by chance but are gathered together to be the church of God in 

Christ. 

We recognize that God is making us, through grace, into a 
fellowship that embodies and expresses the spirit of Christ.  

In this fellowship there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of us are one 
in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). Therefore, we welcome all people, 
regardless of religious office, position, possessions, education, 
race, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, mental 
ability, physical ability or other distinctions; and work to promote 
anti-racism. (Adopted 4/6/25) 
 

VISION STATEMENT:   

Working as a supportive family of faith to extend God’s gracious 

welcome through worship, community service, and spiritual growth 

opportunities.   

 ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 

The Liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 
Are you hearing impaired?  If you are having difficulty hearing our 
worship service, try using our Assisted Hearing System, which is 
available from an usher. 
 
Today’s worship service is being live-streamed beginning at 
9:25am and will be replayed next Sunday at 6pm on FM radio 
station 102.9. The service is available to view anytime on the home 
page of our website www.nlcww.org.   
 
In-person attendance for last Sunday: 109 
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PLEASE MAKE SURE CELL PHONES ARE SILENCED. 

 

CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE     Great Is Thy Faithfulness Larry Shackley 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us 

together as the people of God. 
 

 

Please stand as you are able and turn toward the baptismal font. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Protect me, O God, for in You I take refuge. 

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart 

from You.” 

I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart 

instructs me. 
8 I keep the Lord always before me; I shall not be moved. 
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also 

rests secure. 

You show me the path of life. In your presence there is 

fullness of joy.    Psalm 16 

 
Please look toward the cross as it processes toward the altar. 

 
GATHERING HYMN All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 461 
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PASTORAL BLESSING 

 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion 

endures forever. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. Glorious God… through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
   Rose Marie Lehmann 
   Pianist: Carlan Helgeson 
 
READING FROM THE LETTER OF                9:1-5 
PAUL TO THE ROMANS 
 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed 

and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture  

readings, preaching, and song. 
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my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong 

the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 

worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and 

from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over 

all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 14:13-21 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
13 Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, 

he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 

But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 

towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had 

compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, 

the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and 
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the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go 

into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to 

them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the 

crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was 

left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who 

ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

A moment of silence for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to You all our sins. Our 
burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, 
call us back to You. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
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Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 

God’s love. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY We Come to the Hungry Feast   479 

 
 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 



9 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 

earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

 

After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Whom shall we pray for? 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as You have promised. 
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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Please be seated. 

 

THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
Gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar.  You may drop your 
monetary offering in the basket by the exit door or at the office during the 
week.  You may also donate on-line at https://www.nlcww.org, or 
on our Facebook page. You may also contribute using Venmo or 
Zelle if you have an account or using the QR code below. For 
more information about these methods see today’s Weekly 
Announcement Sheet. 
 
Assisting Minister unveils the chalice and paten. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray.  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our 

hearts. Help us take heart in You and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 

the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 

forever. Amen. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

https://www/
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Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 
 
 
Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
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from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Heaven has come near! Come, share in the feast! Guests and 

friends of any age and background, come, let us feast together! 
 

You may be seated. The ushers will invite each row to come to the altar.  

Please let an usher know if you cannot come to the altar to receive 

communion. We will have communion brought to you. 

 
Lamb of God 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS Break Now the Bread of Life - 515 
 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart – 484 
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COMMUNION MEDITATION MUSIC 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray.  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and 

wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 

love freely, as You have shared with us. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. Amen. 

 
 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us 
in mission to the world. 

 
 
Please be seated. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 

 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 

As You sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 

those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those 

who are sick and homebound. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all 

the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Please stand. 
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BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold 

you today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Praise and Thanksgiving 689 
  vv 1,3,4 
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SENDING 

People of Nativity, what is our mission? 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to 
the world. 
 
DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near!  Go, share the good news!  
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE The Church’s One Foundation Robert J. Hughes 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
 
NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

1 Kings 19:9-18 Psalm 85:8-13 

Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-23 

 

COFFEE HOUR – Please join us for fellowship in Winemiller Hall after 

today’s worship service.  
 

PRAYERS:  The list will be cleared every four weeks.  If you wish to remain 

on the list for longer than four weeks, please call the office and request a 

long-term prayer.  In case of emergency, contact the office at 352-597-1456 

and leave a detailed message.  Messages are checked daily. 
 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

New this week:  Charlotte Downing 

 

Continue to pray for:  Mariam Acker, Brian Albright, Julie Aroyo, Killian 

Ash, Anne B., Debra B., Carlos Bayron, Eric Vincent Baez, Tracey Baker, 

Baker family, Frani Barnes, Maria Baynon, Baynon family, Herb Baynon, 

Pat Berry, Windy Binns, L. Bizzy, Ruth Brellenthin, Harlee Brown, Paul 

Todd Brown, Agnes Burkart, Canea family, Lynn Cawley, Diane Cello, 
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Stacy Christian, Patti Cotter, Kat Crawford, Joe Crawford, Charles Deon, 

Dominik Desormeaux, Marylou Fallon, JoAnn Faulkner, Gavin, Jenna, & 

Ben Felder, Flower family, Vicki Goers, Olivia Haaland, Terry Halgren,  

Danny Hambaugh, Beth Hammood, Clifford Hauer, Robert Hauer, June 

Heinecke, Gary and Mary Heinecke, Glenn Heinecke, Steve Henry, Kay 

Hill, Sandra Hill, Barbara Hofving, Linda Hrab, Justin Jensen, Beth 

Johassen, Brian Johnson, Rosa Jusino, Willy K, Mike Kelsey, Karen family, 

Finn Katona and family, Kevin, Stephanie Krepshaw, Maggie Kull, Jessica 

Lachance, Kenny Larsen, Debra Leinenger, Donna Lucier, Bob Maday, 

Germaine Major, Mallory, Elaine Malone, Michelle Mehan-Conklin, 

Bradford Allen McWilliams, Donna Munro, Mark and Wayne Musarra, Eva 

Mydland, Kelly Oliver, Brian Oliver, Oliver family, Michele Oliver, Ethan 

Oliver, Jim Palmer, Jennifer Busch Pontrelli, Jennifer Poutrelli, Lou 

Prettyman, Barbara Prochilo, Raquel and family, Mary Reber, Rinehart 

family, Verna Robsen, Colleen Rocco, Rocco family, Dennis Rogers, 

Doreen Ruggierio, Nancy Salzbach, John Sannuto, Carole Schaefer, Dick 

Schaefer, Bob Schneider, Shaun, Sirmenis family, William Stewart, Karl 

Strievski, Kathy Swank, Bob & Alice Totten, Antonio Vaznelis, Vernon, 

Wahlund family, Alice Wells, Lauren West, West family, Luke Williams, 

Barbara Wold, Christopher Younger, Eileen and Carol and Jason 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY 

 

Nic Baker, Brandi Culpepper, Private Tony D’Angelo, Areil Dietz, Isaac 
Furr-Army, Lt. Col. Matthew Henry, Colton Hill, Brandon Holt-Chief Warrant 
Officer 3, Andria T. Hook, Jonathan Hudson, Perry Langbein, Maj. USAF 
Will Lawlor, Cullen McDannold, Zachary McGuire, US Navy CTT2 William 
Pause, Brandon Pierce, Clinton Pierce, Isaac Redmond, Andrea Roache, 
Joel Roberts, Cpl. Timothy Spruytte, Cameron James Thompson-Airman 
3rd Class, Kesley Underwood, Kyle Underwood, Maj. Chad Waldorf - 
Airforce. 
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Altar Flowers are given by: 

 

       Marylou Bonesteel      in memory of Robert Bonesteel 

 Charlotte Downing    in loving memory of Patrick Clancy 

 
 
 

Altar Flowers:  If you would like to order flowers in honor or in 

memory of someone, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex, or you 

can call the office at 352-597-1456.  Donation is $25.00.  Flowers 

can be picked up after the 9:30AM Sunday service, or you can 

schedule a pick-up time with the office if you are not attending 

service. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

Presiding Minister Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

Assisting Minister  Pat Squires 

Scripture Reader  Carlan Helgeson 

Acolyte & Crucifer  Wayne Morris 

Ushers Deborah & Stephen Wendelgass 

Greeter Evelyn Galli 

Music Director  Donna Olsen 

Guest Organist  Kathy Hackemer 

Altar Guild Suzanne Chelf & Mae Haines 

Sanctuary Connie Chase & Gayle Howland 

AV Director  Art Alt 

Audio  Francesca Major & Pat Squires 

Cameras Mark Major 

Graphics Diane Alt, Ed Lewis & Linda Rizzo 

Video Production  Vicki Page 

Head counter this week  June Kristoferson 

Data Entry  Barbara Crisanti 
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A CONGREGATION OF THE FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD OF  
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Email: Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com, Website: nlcww.org 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

Deacon Charlotte Downing 

Music Director: Donna Olsen 

Audio/Visual Director: Art Alt 

Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m. 
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