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Jesus asks, “Have you understood all this?” They answer, 
“Yes.” Well, what about you? Would you say you understood 
or would you rather confess together with me to be a little 
puzzled? I’m not sure the details in Jesus’ stories are meant 
to be translatable into some logical proposition. He told 
parables because they scramble our logical thinking and are 
open ended. The vivid images are meant to shock the 
audience. Parables raise questions and discourage 
immediate conclusions; they stimulate people’s creative 
imagination. In his parables, Jesus offers bizarre stories that 
defy common sense. 

What farmer in his right mind would sow a mustard seed 
which is considered an invasive species? Mustard seeds 
multiply rapidly and outcompete any plant or crop for 
sunlight, water and nutrients reducing biodiversity and 
destabilizing ecosystems.  

So, how would a nuisance be compared to the kingdom of 
heaven? By saying that, Jesus surely got their attention. The 
same reaction can be expected at the announcement of the 
other parables: the yeast mixed with the flour, the treasure 
hidden in a field, and the merchant’s rare pearl.  

Some Bible commentators talk about the parables of the 
mustard seed and the leaven as the “parables of 
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confidence.” These images suggest the ultimate success of 
Jesus’ mission as humble beginnings will eventually evolve 
into something great.  

The tiny mustard seed grows into a tree big enough to 
welcome all sorts of birds, even the ugly and noisy ones! It 
unselfishly offers shade and respite for the life of the birds. 
The seed did what a seed does and that gave life to the birds. 

The yeast hidden in “three measures of flour” (the 
equivalent of fifty pounds)1 produces enough bread for more 
than a hundred people. Is the yeast doing what it is 
supposed to be doing and, consequently, life is procured? 

The short parables of the hidden treasure and the precious 
pearl unto which a farm worker and a merchant stumble 
upon respectively highlight the urgency and radicality of 
embracing the gospel: once you have discovered it, don’t let 
anything distract you or delay your decision to commit to it 
even to the point of sacrificing everything else to obtain the 
life that it promises. Once committed, remain faithful to it. 

Finally, the parable of the drag net catching good and bad 
fish reflects the early parable of the field where wheat and 
weed grow side by side until judgment day when a curated 
separation will happen. In both the earlier image of the field 

 
1 Daniel J. Harrington, the Gospel of Matthew, p. 205 
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(appealing to farmers) and the later image of the net (meant 
for fishermen) call the Church as well as individual people to 
exercise wisdom, temperance, prudence and patience as 
we deal with the inner and outer reality of good and evil. 

The kingdom of heaven is like…none of the individual  
elements (the mustard seed, the yeast, the treasure, or the 
pearl) but rather like the whole interaction and process of 
sowing, sheltering, mixing, growing, finding, digging, selling, 
and purchasing. It’s more about the verbs than the nouns. 

The parables call for the personal radical resolution to 
embrace the kingdom wholeheartedly and never look back, 
to commit to it and endure in times of distress, and to trust 
in the generous benevolence and protection of God, who 
guides and sustains and gives all we need for a faithful life. 

Those who belong to the kingdom are not to place judgment 
on those who are indifferent or openly reject the testimony 
of Jesus. Judgment belongs to God and will be rendered at 
“the end of the age.” To the called remains the right and the 
duty to celebrate with heartfelt joy the inestimable and 
surpassing value of the kingdom of God, and to remain 
faithful to the teachings of Jesus. 

Jesus asked the crowd: “Have you understood all this?” They 
answered, “Yes.” How about you? I personally get them all 
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apart from the fish story. I understand Jesus tells it to draw a 
parallelism with the parable of the wheat and the weeds in 
the field. But that one I understand more rapidly: wheat and 
weeds represent the good and the bad in each one of us that 
we need to embrace and allow for growth to happen (as I 
explained in my sermon last week: to review it, click here.) 

I don’t see the same analogy in the fish story. The bad fish 
(the slimy, the bloated, the big lipped, the spineless,…) is 
thrown back into the sea while the good fish is put into 
baskets. This means that the bad fish go back to swim a 
seemingly happy life while the good fish is roasted on open 
fire. Why? That doesn’t sound very fair. Granted, Jesus 
wants to impress on people that we do not need to act on 
vengeance for vengeance belongs to the Lord:2 God will set 
everything right at the end. However, following goodness 
and justice now seems to have no reward in this life but only 
procures suffering and death. 

On the other hand, don’t I want to know the Lord and his love 
now? Does it not make sense to be found in him even in our 
present life? Don’t we want to be blessed by his grace and 
companionship as we go through the trials of life? 

 
2 Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:19; Psalm 94:1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MEq7-yjL54
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Thanks be to God who has called us to a life in the Spirit, 
who in our moments of difficulty and weakness “intercedes 
with groanings too deep for words.” (Romans 8:26) may we 
follow the lead of the Spirit knowing that nothing will 
separate us from the love of God. Amen. 


