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Every time | go out to mow my lawn | find weeds | hadn’t
planted. | try and pull them out by the root to make sure they
do not come back but they inevitably do. How frustrating. As
| said last week, | don’t know much about farming apart from
the basics but | must believe it would be frustrating to the
farmer to find weeds among his crop.

Jesus uses examples from everyday life to make a point, and
in today’s parable he invites us to leave the weeds alone.

So, | need to ask myself: What am | looking at when | have in
front of me a field of good seeds with weeds? What are
those good seeds like, and what are the weeds about?
Could it be that the good seeds are meant to germinate
truth, honesty, honor, trust, kindness, generosity, integrity,
humility, compassion, hospitality, endurance, et cetera,
while the weeds represent envy, vindictiveness, arrogance,
malice, lust, resentment, prejudice, greed and so on?

If we consider our spiritual journey, one’s desire would be to
have a field free of contaminants and invasive species. Yet,
none of us starts the journey that way.

In my experience, we start the journey with an unaware
sensibility until we encounter the Law of God which convicts
us and makes evident to us that we lack wisdom and need
restraint and guidance. When we surrender and welcome
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the invitation to be transformed, we start seeing with a
blurred vision (Mark 8:22-26) and we desire to have a closer
walk with Jesus. Grace washes over us and offers
forgiveness and a new life. Hope and joy sustain usin
discouraging and challenging times. Our restless heart finds
meaning and rest in God and we notice that our personal
peace, justice and salvation are not separated from the
peace, justice and salvation for all creatures.

We start seeing more clearly and what we see may at first
disappoint us: noticing the good seeds mixed with the
weeds may discourage us. Then we wonder: “When will |
achieve a weed-free field? How hard should | work? What
else should | do? Is it possible to achieve it in this life time?”

The worst and most disappointing discovery is when we
realize that there are times when we seek and pursue the
weeds: we spend time in “weeds territory,” bask in it, get a
load of it, get inebriated until the love of God sheds a light on
us and we realize we need a course correction. Even the Law
of God is an act of mercy by the Father, a gift of grace.

Those who are willing to start a spiritual journey and to look
inside themselves will find a paradox: we want a good field,
and at times we struggle and find ourselves under so much
inner and outer pressure. We have mixed hearts, hearts that
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know the only true restis in God but nevertheless remain
invested in all sorts of other pleasures, some perfectly
benign and others not so good. Paraphrasing the apostle
Paul, the good we want we don’t really pursue and the evil
we don’t want we do (Romans 7:19).

How hard it is to resist our own passions and desires! We
are constantly tempted to deny true life to ourselves and to
others for the fulfilment of temporary pleasures and
satisfactions. And | am not simply talking about carnal
pleasure. | am talking about the reactive habit of taking
revenge, asserting ourselves with violent words or actions,
imposing our will on others, vilifying and demonizing others,
judging and condemning those we disagree with and so on.

When we are willing to look at our own field and stop
projecting a curated image of ourselves to receive praise
and acceptance, and maintain belonging and status, we will
be honest about what we see. We will be willing to notice
and point out: “Look, here is jealousy; and there is pride;
grasping is over there and, next to it, desire; beyond it | can
see revenge, and next to it, deceit; oh, and there is cheating,
and just a little further out, intimidation.”

In the parable, Jesus says something like this: “Don’t fight it.
Leave it alone. Don’t try to extirpate it. Let it be part of the
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field until the end of age.” Is there any wisdom in leaving
weeds grow among the good seeds? Might Jesus be saying
“Look at it as a blessing.” But how can something that
grieves us so much be looked at as a blessing? How can
those negative traits benefit us?

And if this inner struggle does not cause enough sorrow,
what shall we do when we only see negative and offending
traits in another person or in the Church? Human beings,
even church going human beings, are not perfect. They are a
mixed field, each struggling, stumbling, getting up, learning,
falling again and repeating the cycle each time with
hopefully improved knowledge and acquired wisdom.

Jesus calls for patience, for new eyes to see, for the courage
to stay the course: weeds may benefit the individual and the
Church as they grow side by side with good seeds. Actually,
in my experience, the human heart and the whole church
may grow stronger by not fighting the weeds but by
observing them and learning what they are about, noticing
where to improve, how to grow in resilience, what needs to
be strengthened, what needs to be loved, how to grow in
patience and temperance, how to be more gentle and kind
and forgiving and encouraging and tolerant, how to smooth
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over one’s own sharp edges, how to welcome, appreciate
and incorporate new ideas, new ways of doing things.

Ultimately, living with the weeds in the field is about how to
grow in love, learning how to love the part of you, the part of
another, the part of the church that is not really attractive,
that causes grief, that is not so lovable and which one would
so readily dismiss, repudiate, cut off.

There is a reason why Jesus said: “Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you.” When we do this, he
says, we behave like children of the heavenly Father.
(Matthew 5:43)

So, let go, make space, allow for peace to make its way.
Allow yourself to be cleansed and purified of your sense of
pride, of your self-righteousness, of your blind spots, of your
stubbornness and sense of entitlement, of your sense of
superiority. Let yourself be dislodged from your entrenched
ways. Let yourself be carried to a new space of possibilities,
where disagreeing people learn about themselves and one
another and are willing to love in new ways.

We all have experiences of triumphs as well as failures in
the relationship field. We all might have noticed that trying
to change people pushes them away and, conversely, how
extending grace has made us better persons and allowed us
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to come closer to Jesus and love in a deeper way.
Unfortunately, not all our efforts end on a positive note, and
not all relationships can be saved. But even if that happens,
our heart softens and we are blessed with new knowledge
and compassion for ourselves and for the other person if we
pay attention.

And we may continue to pray for our enemies. We may
continue to give a double dose of ourselves. We may also
continue to be pruned, to be transformed, to blossom, to
grow in gentleness, to be immersed in the light of God, to be
purified and reflect with less distortions the image of God.

The purpose, our purpose, is nhot to change weeds into good
seeds, but to learn from their proximity: to learn about what
we want, about grace, about honesty of heart, about
pursuing the Will of God. Maybe, renouncing to change the
other or change our bad traits and focusing on letting the
good seeds blossom is all there is, all we need to worry
about.

So, letthe good seeds in you take root and express their
goodness. Let them beautify your surroundings and your
landscape. Focus on nurturing your good seeds, and when
weeds show up, love them tenderly, observe them closely,
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be patient, be willing to give, and grow and walk side by side
with them patiently. Amen.
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