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How many of you grew up on a farm? I haven’t and don’t 
know much about farming. I know the basics, though: 
farming is a risky business. Good soil, water and weather are 
the essential ingredients for helping seeds grow strong roots 
and become plants that feed the world.  

I am amazed at the amount of work, life style, dedication, 
and financial risk that a farmer and his family are willing to 
take on. Costly technology has become a necessary part of 
the current agriculture know-how: Modern agriculture 
technology (AgTech) leverages IoT sensors,1 artificial 
intelligence, biotechnology, and GPS-guided robotics to 
maximize crop yields while minimizing water, fertilizer, and 
labor usage. Innovations like automated tractors and gene-
edited crops are critical for adapting to climate change and 
feeding a growing global population.2 Technology and 
science in general are much needed in the era of global 
warming and a war-disrupted global economy where goods 
are not moving freely and masses are forced to migrate. Yet, 
the need for human crews available to bend and bake in the 
scorching sun for many hours a day is still present. To my 

 
1 https://iot-now.com/2024/10/30/147619-how-iot-is-transforming-yields-and-optimising-resources-in-
agriculture/ 
2 https://www.plugandplaytechcenter.com/insights/new-agriculture-technology-modern-farming 
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knowledge, many of our farm hands are immigrant and 
possibly undocumented. I do not know how we are going to 
replace the ones pulled off the fields and separated from 
their families as if they were criminals. 

None of these were present at Jesus’ time, obviously. 
Farmers needed to be extra careful with the seeds they had 
and possibly reduce waste. Those listening to Jesus’ parable 
in today’s gospel might have observed a thing or two about 
the sower’s carelessness in sowing. 

The story is quite unusual: the farmer is sowing on some 
unpromising soil: the path on which people walk, the rocky 
ground with no depth of soil, the patch of soil covered by 
thorns. 

Does Jesus want to emphasize the naive foolishness of the 
sower, scattering seeds at will? Does he want to stress the 
abundance of God’s mercy? Is he concerned about the kind 
of soil receiving the seed? 

Seeds thrown on a path are exposed to the sight of hungry 
birds. They, too, need to find their food and perhaps the 
farmer doesn’t mind that: God provides for all creatures. But 
a sower must surely consider it a waste when seeds fall on 
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unyielding grounds: a thin layer of topsoil covering limestone 
is no cradle for good crops and thorny bushes set to outline 
the boundaries of a farmer’s property and keep animals out, 
were also not ideal for healthy crop production. 

In his explanation of the parable to the disciples, however, 
Jesus doesn’t dwell on the sower but clarifies for them the 
different qualities of the soil where the seeds fall. Jesus 
admits that not every seed lands where it should. He 
compares this to his own experience: many have rejected 
the seed of his word and the testimony of his miracles.  

Although his salvific labor might have looked unsuccessful 
and a waste of time to the eyes of the world (many rejected it 
and in the end even his disciples abandoned him), he 
nonetheless pressed on in faithful adherence to the will of 
the Father: the world God loves so much must hear the call 
to transformation, and enjoy the peace, joy and justice that 
only God can give. Truth must be proclaimed.  

So, Jesus might be asking us: “What kind of soil are you?” 
and “What kind of soil do you want to be?” 



Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 12, 2026 

Rev. Giuseppe Mattei 

 

7th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A  4 
 

The Word, like a seed, is scattered abundantly. It’s a Word of 
Life, just as a seed is a promise of life, the God-given urge for 
life. It’s an invitation to hope and to act on that hope.  

But Jesus warns us: there are those who do not accept the 
Word, those who don’t comprehend it and don’t want to 
bother wrestling with it. Comprehension requires an initial 
level of surrender, some availability to be yoked under it, 
guided by it, transformed through it.3 Subjective disposition 
is important: we are endowed with the gift of responsibility, 
that is the ability to respond. One needs to spend time with 
it, consider it, reflect on it and treasure the insights in one’s 
heart.4 One can’t stand in judgment of the Word but let it 
reveal itself. One doesn’t grasp it but is grasped by it. The gift 
of the Word is taken away from them just as birds eat the 
seeds that fall on the path or catch them midair before they 
hit the ground. The little they have is taken away from them.5 

It’s also possible for some people to show an initial 
enthusiasm at receiving the seed of Word of God. But then, 
when faced with opposition and life difficulties of all kinds, 
they neglect their steady commitment to faith in God and 

 
3 Matthew 11:29 
4 Luke 2:51; Matthew 13:44-46 
5 Matthew 13:12, Amplified Bible version 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A12&version=AMP
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abandon their progress on the spiritual path. This is often 
the case for nominal (consumer? convenience?) Christians 
who don’t engage with the Word and maintain a distant and 
childish relationship with God. God is something to go to 
when everything else fails, or someone to bargain with. 

A third possibility is for those who receive the Word of God 
but then are distracted by their worries in life and their 
desires in the world. Anxiety takes over. Jesus has warned us 
about this in the Sermon on the Mount, about seeking for 
ultimate security in the world first and then, when this is 
achieved and only if there is time, turn to a spiritual life.6 
Prioritizing delight in the things of the world threatens the life 
of the community and erodes trust in God.7 

Jesus is well aware of people’s dynamics and their rejection 
of his ministry: not everybody accepts what he has to offer. 
The number of those following him are large at the outset 
but shrink towards the end as he makes the reality of the 
kingdom known. In the eyes of the world this is failure, but 
Jesus doesn’t look at numbers to measure success: in God’s 

 
6 Check the whole passage, Matthew 6:25-34 
7 George T. Montague, Companion God, A Cross-Cultural Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, p. 156 
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eyes, success is measured by our reception of the Word of 
God and faithful endurance in times of stress and pressure.  

Jesus knows a few will receive, treasure and act upon the 
Word. This is what success means to him. And the final 
yield, the one hundredfold, the sixty and the thirty, is not a 
reflection of one’s ability to produce but the condition of the 
present circumstances: one gives what one can within the 
context of one’s reality. Jesus does not tell his disciples that 
they are able to understand his teachings because they are 
smarter or more competent than others. Instead, he simply 
tells them that they are blessed with understanding (v. 16 
see also Mt 11:25). Good soil does not make itself good. But 
when a seed is planted in good soil, it grows and bears fruit. 

Jesus’s ministry creates a divided response. For reasons 
humans cannot fully comprehend, not everyone who hears 
will believe (at least in the short term). And those who do 
believe are not to become arrogant about what they have 
received as a gift.  

Those of who surrender to the Word and let the Spirit of God 
dwell in them belong to Christ. We no longer belong to 
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ourselves but to Christ and let the Law of the freedom of 
Christ guide us.8 

Let us bless the Lord who has found us worthy to receive the 
seed of the Word and let us honor God with a committed 
and faithful life set on giving God the glory in all we do and 
say, enduring in good times and in hard times, living in the 
hope of new life in Him. Amen. 

 
8 Romans 8:9-10; 14:8 


