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Jesus comes and stands among the disciples locked up in
the upperroom in fear. That is a bold action of leadership
inspiring confidence and courage. Once again, Jesus makes
himself vulnerable, showing up, trusting others when there
is reason for setting the record straight and perhaps
delivering punishment. He shows up, and what he has to
offer is not a piece of his mind nor retaliation for their
betrayal, denial and abandonment or a rebuke for their lack
of faith. He comes back to the people he loves with all his
being and lifts their spirits up, giving them what they need for
the present moment and for the future to lead a fear-free
and joyous life: the gift of peace. Peace, this deep sited
knowledge that one is all right, that one is in harmony with
creation and loved ones, especially with God. It's this kind of
peace that brings Joy, Hope, and a desire to shout it from the
rooftops: our God is amazing and intends for us to truly
enjoy eternal life in Her presence: wanted, loved, healed,
forgiven. The disciples, locked in the room, must have been
out of their skin as Jesus gave them the gift of Peace, and
surely recalled the words of the Psalmist who professed:
“The Lord is good and His love endures forever; His
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faithfulness continues through all generations.”' If their
heart is broken and feels crushed in the spirit, Jesus knows
how to heal.?

Then, in a dramatic move, Jesus breaths on them the Breath
of the Spirit of Life and shows his trust in them by sending
them out to do what he did, what the Father had sent him to
do. He entrusts to them his ministry: "Go, forgive.”

When did we first hear of God breathing the Spirit of Life? At
the very beginning of a Creation story in the Book of Genesis:

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the
earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a strong wind from God (or God’s
Breath) swept over the face of the waters. Then God said,
“Let there be light,” and there was light. (1:1-4)

The Breath of God brings about harmony out of chaos and
creates the opportunity for life to flourish. God was not
blowing the light out but blowing the light in. The disciples
know what this means: the Breath of new life is in them, and
they are being crafted anew.® They couldn’t see this coming:
they are renewed in life; they who must have felt really numb

" Psalm 100:5; see also Isaiah 54:10
2Psalm 147:3
3 Psalm 104:30
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and small before their risen Lord, really guilty and frozen in
fear.

Moreover, they are given an extraordinary and important
task that humans would never dream of: they are sent out to
do what only God can do: forgive sins!*

What an amazing responsibility not to be taken lightly. Do
you understand the power we have to give new life to people
or to deny to them the peace that forgiveness may bring? Do
you perceive the enormous responsibility? That command is
not to be taken lightly. Forgiveness or the lack of it may bring
peace or misery to people, us included.

Think of the consequences of giving or withholding that gift
from people; think of the people you are upset with; think of
your spouse, your child, your neighbor. It can be one who is
far away or already diseased, and you still experience
rancor, closeness of heart, and unforgiveness. Think of a
couple’s life without forgiveness; think of a church, think of
the nation, and think of the whole world when forgiveness is
not granted, and the gift of peace is withheld. Lack of peace
and resentment can hold us hostage.

What kind of a world do we want? How do we want to live
our life? By this we understand that peace begins with me,
with my experience of forgiveness, with the peace that

4|saiah 43:25; Psalm 103:12; Micah 7:18-19
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passes all understanding, with the healing that my soul
enjoys, with the renewal of life and the universal hope of one
day being gathered from around the world in the presence of
God where there will be no more strife, no more suffering, no
more tears. Only Shalom, total harmony, total Joy.

Luke tells us in the Book of Acts that the disciples could not
contain their Joy or control the Spirit of God that had taken
hold of them. The strong, creating wind blew them out of the
room and into the streets of Jerusalem where all heard them
in their native tongue.

They knew something extraordinary was happening,
something earth shaking and bewildering: the God of
tempestis involved now just as God was involved when He
led the people of Israel out of Egypt, guiding them from a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.®

They knew something extraordinary was happening when
they saw tongues of fire on each disciple coming out of that
house just as they had learned of the burning bush of Moses
and how God had spoken to him words of lament and of
encouragement and new life for the people.

They knew something extraordinary was happening when
they heard the disciples speak words that they could
understand each in their own language. This unification of

5 Exodus 13:21-22
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language had not happened since the arrogant attempt to
reach the sky and dominate the world from above as if they
were God at the time of the building of the Tower of Babel.®

Something extraordinary was surely happening and the
people needed to pay attention. The proclamation of the
death and resurrection of Jesus came quickly and decisively
through the words of Peter: “Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2:21)

Peter knows from the depth of his broken heart now
mended that the love of Jesus can heal. Peter knows
forgiveness firsthand and is ready to offer it to anyone
willing to receive it. He is bold and shows no fear. He
doesn’t have to worry about how to articulate the message
so people would receive it and not reject it. He is not
preoccupied about sounding ridiculous, drunk, offensive or
imposing. He just shares his experience and his joy and
his firm desire that others hear the salvific story of Jesus
and surrender to him. He doesn’t need to convince people,
that’s work for God to do. He just makes himself available,
open and vulnerable as he has seen Jesus do.

He made himself available when long ago rabbi Jesus
called him on the shores of Galilee to follow him and learn
from him. He misunderstood his Master quite a few times

8 Genesis 11:1-9
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and at the end he even renegaded him...three times. So,
of course he was elated when the Spirit took hold of him.

What about us? Are we available to the Spirit? Are we
ready to be blown out of the fear room and be on fire for
Jesus? Are we ready to call on the name of Jesus and be
saved? Then let us surrender to him; let us bow down
before the Lord and be healed. Let us live a life of courage
and trust, and the world will know Peace. Amen.
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