1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11
May 17, 2026 (Reverend Giuseppe Mattei)

What do you pray for when praying for loved ones? What’s so
urgent and compelling that you are moved to raise a prayer for
them? Certainly, love and concern for them motivate you, and
you might be moved to pray for health, safety and protection, for
peace and harmony in the family.

In our Prayers of Intercession, we pray for the Nations and those
at war. We pray for wisdom and prudence in political discourse,
for nonviolence in social protest, for justice for those who are
harmed, and for responsibility in our use of natural resources.
We pray for equity, for economical sustainability, for affordable
housing, for respect and dignity for all human beings, for
acceptance and cooperation with all who are different from us.
We pray for the unemployed and for those exploited, for the
hungry and despairing, for those who come to our food pantry,
for the family seeking refuge in the woods behind our church
and for those who ask for a handout at the traffic stop. We pray
for those preparing for surgery, for victims of human trafficking,
and for those with substance use disorder, for those bullied in
the schoolyard and in cyberspace, for those who die by suicide.
We pray for victims of gun violence and of domestic abuse; for
safety for first responders and for our military.
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We pray for the sick, the dying and the grieving; for all
immigrants and refugees, especially those currently
incarcerated, 2/3 of which do not have a criminal past.

The reasons for us to pray are many. We offer prayers of
intercession not because we want to wrestle God into changing
the present reality for us but because God needs our
cooperation in making the world a better place for all to live in:
we need to stay connected to one another’s longing, joys and
sorrows and offer our contribution.

When the Church gathers, we pray for the needs of the world.
We are not intercessors. Jesus is, and we pray in his name and
by his invitation (see John 14:13, “l will do whatever you askin
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”)" If we
ask in his name, our prayer cannot be misaligned with his
character: he would never ask for anything self-profiteering,
self-aggrandizing or harmful. When we pray in his name, we
better be of the same Mind of Christ and not that of the false
prophets of this world.?

He is at prayer in us. When the Church gathers, it is the Body of
Christ that gathers. Jesus prays in us as one of us and prays for
us as our head.® He still teaches us how to pray.* Jesus’ concern
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for the world becomes ours. Honest prayer is a heart drenched
in tears for the world.

In today's gospel we listen in as Jesus prays for the disciples
(and us!). We learn that what he wants for us is eternal life, that
is to know God and to know Jesus. He prays for our protection
because he knows the world will hate us just as it hated him.® If
our prayer is not performative and we let prayer guide our
conscience and our choices we will be “reviled for the name of
Christ.”

Some Christians think that the whole point of Jesus’ life is for us
to go to heaven when we die. But we see in his prayer what he
believed to be the purpose of his life: to reveal the Father to the
world; to help people to trust in God; and then to live without
fear. United in God and living by the Spirit of Jesus, people
would learn that separation from God and one another is only
anillusion: from God’s perspective "all humanity is one person,
and all people are a single humanity,” as Fourteen century
mystic, Julian of Norwich, announced. ’

Our sin is to believe that we live independent lives separated
from one another. We worship the idol of independence and
insist on self-reliance, self-sufficiency, and the idea that a
person’s success is defined by their ability to stand alone
without dependence on others. In that mindset, we compete for

5john 15:18-19

82 Peter 4:14

7 Julian of Norwich, The Showings: Uncovering the Face of the Feminine in Revelations of Divine Love, trans.
Mirabai Starr (Hampton Roads, 2022), 133. Selection from chap. 51
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resources and go to extreme measures to possess them: we live
in a zero-sum worldview with a scarcity mentality. We profess to
trust God’s Providence and indeed pray for daily bread, but fear
prevails and we live as if we were left to our own devices not
trusting fully that God watches over us.

Hopefully, sooner rather than later we learn the important
lesson that we are created for one another and meant to rely on
one another. We are interdependent and cannot go one day
without others doing for us that which we cannot do because
we are busy doing for others. Ask those who are lonely and live
isolated from family and friends, and they will let you know how
foolish it is to pursue emotional, physical, and spiritual
independence.

We are created for community and mutual dependence, not for
isolation. Trusting on self-sufficiency can lead to spiritual
blindness and a failure to trust God.

We cannot live for ourselves. We belong to Christ; therefore, we
belong to one another, we belong to the world and cannot close
our heart to the suffering of the world and live. Christ in us will
not allow us to close our ears and eyes to the troubles that
afflict so many people and the whole planet. Christ's desire to
touch and bring healing and peace will become vocal in our
prayers and evident in our actions.

Insensitive lives, on the other hand, are not lives blessed by the
presence of Christ. They are the ones seeking ways to satisfy
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their limited self, shrinking into spiritual insipidity like salt that
has lost its taste and ability to give flavor to life.

Evil lives are even worse. They are those who plan evil things at
night for the sadistic purpose of inflicting suffering on others.
The ancient Psalmist knew such people when he wrote: “Even
on their beds they plot evil; they commit themselves to a sinful
course and do not reject what is wrong.” (Psalm 36:4)

They explain away suffering as necessary to achieve their
purpose, which in their perverted view is the ultimate good.® In
their foolishness, they claim God sides with them and blesses
their efforts. They cannot be more diametrically opposed to
Christ and do not realize that God will never approve of their
plans. They do not realize they live in grave sin even as they think
they sit on the top of the world.

Disciples of the itinerant rabbi and healer from Galilee listenin
on his intimate and heartfelt prayer to the Father, as John
reports it, when he asks for protection and unity for us. As we
realize that our unity is already a reality in God’s Mind, we look
at others with different eyes and pray different prayers.

Those we include in our prayers demonstrate how rich and how
wide our world is. Let us allow the Spirit of God to live in us and
widen our field of interest. Let the Spirit of hospitality, joy and
peace take over our lives. Amen.

8 See for example https://sojo.net/articles/opinion/decolonizing-faith-palestine-
philippines?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworksSJN&utm_campaign=sojomail&utm_conte
nt=SojoMail+05.14.26+-+Core
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