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May 10, 2026 (Reverend Giuseppe Mattei)

Is there nobility in suffering for a good cause? Peter thinks so. First
century Christians needed to watch over their shoulders for harm
coming from the Jewish leadership for religious reasons and from
the Roman Empire for political reasons.

In the early days, Christians could hardly be said to form a separate
religious community at all. They still attended the temple service at
the accustomed hours. They still mingled freely in the synagogue
meetings. Gradually, however, their emphasis on the Messiah, as
one who had already come, and their testimony that Jesus was
indeed the Son of God, brought upon them Jewish

persecution. Cristians were shamed and expelled from synagogues,
rejected by their families, and isolated in their villages, causing
them to seek friendlier communities and working opportunities.

When observed from the Empire’s perspective, Christians could
easily be accused of sedition since they did not bow to Caesar, who
was worshipped with incense and sacrifice as Divine, Savior and
Liberator. Conflict with the political system was inevitable. The
Roman Empire could strike at any time, as Christianity, unlike
Judaism, was not the official religion of a nation and so was not
recognized by the law.

But Jewish and Roman persecution is not the only conflict the early
Church experienced. There were internal tensions also.
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Early controversies arose around the acceptance of Gentiles into
the faith community. Could Gentiles be baptized and join the
Fellowship of the Table? Were they to embrace Mosaic Law and be
circumcised just like the rest of the first adherents to the Christian
faith? Was Jesus not only a terrific human being and amazing
healer, but also and the Messiah leader spoken of by the prophets?
Could they dare consider him God? Crossing into blasphemous
territory?

In this environment, Peter encouraged the Church to hold on to
faith. He acknowledged that harm will eventually come the
believer’s way just for doing good: harm is the world’s response to
accountability; it’s the way the world resists the call to righteous
living; it’s payback for those who become a thorn in the side of
oppressors and abusers.

Those speaking truth to power, giving voice to the voiceless,
shielding minorities from hatred, sheltering those left out in the cold
and then criminalized because they live on the street, and so on, are
persecuted simply because they expose injustices and attract
unwanted attention.

We hear people complaining that Christians are being persecuted in
the US. Many people report facing social pressure and opposition
just because they are Christians. Yet, Christians here have the
privilege of worshipping freely every Sunday if they want to; they can
freely gather for times of prayer, study or service any day of the
week; there are hundreds of Christian TV stations (FL alone has 18)
and 63% of radio stations are Christian.” Compared to other

"1in 4 US Radio Stations Are Religious, Reaching Nearly All Americans | Pew Research Center
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Christians around the world, where the simple fact that one is
Christian may bring about persecution,? we can’t really complain.
The worst that can happen to us, so far, is getting blasted on
Facebook or shunned by family members.

Persecution, in whichever form, is on the path of the Church: it
follows the Church because it first fell upon Christ. Jesus warned
us: they’ll come after me first and, eventually, they’ll come after
you. He predicted that the shepherd would be killed and the sheep
dispersed.® The world cannot stand the Spirit of Truth and will try to
lie its way into an alternative reality that only breeds evil, chaos, and
suffering. The spirit of the world will try to silence Truth.

Therefore, we should not be surprised if we find opposition and
experience tensions while doing good. Nobody wants conflict and
tensions, and yet if we stay the course: trouble will find us. This is
inevitable, unless we keep our heads so low that our presence
makes no difference whatsoever.

So, knowing this, what are we going to say to Jesus who calls us to
follow him: “No, thank you”? He has promised to be whit us forever
until the end of time and will not leave us orphaned. We can stand
on the promises and purposes of God. He has won the world!

The cross is always on the path of the Christian because it was on
the path of Jesus. Surely, you would agree that the promise of harm
is not a good recruitment incentive. Who wants to follow Christ if
suffering and death are before us?

2The 50 Countries Where It’s Most Dangerous for Christians in 2026 - Christianity Today
%Jn 15:20; 16:2-3; Mt 10:16-23; 26:31
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St. Peter’s rhetorical wondering if there were anyone wishing us
harm sounds preposterous. Of course, there are, as he well knows.*
There is historical evidence that there are plenty of people who are
willing to harm those who do good.

Therefore, who can believe that there is a blessing in suffering for
doing good as Peter affirms? When we look at the world with all its
suffering, the hate, the cruelty and the violence, the lust for power,
the greed and love of money, it comes natural to feel defeated,
discouraged, and disillusioned. It’s easy to feel abandoned and
overwhelmed; it’s easy to conclude that evil is winning the day, that
darkness is overcoming the light, that injustice has become the way
of life. Can’t God do something to straighten out the evildoers, to
prevent them from inflicting harm? Shouldn’t they be the ones who
suffer instead of those who do good?

And yet, this is exactly what Jesus warned us about: soon the world
will not see him - not physically, not spiritually.

But we will. If we live in him and he in us, if we let his Word bless and
guide us, we will see him in us, in the Truth we hold and proclaim, in
the Love that inspires and motivates us, in the concern we have for
those who hurt, in our reliance on hope, on the vision of a new earth
and a new heaven, in our resistance to indifference and apathy, in
our opposition to accept evil and to get accustomed toitas a
normal way of life.

If, by associating with Jesus, the Truth, the Way, the Life; if by
embracing him, by following his commandments and by letting his

4Acts 3
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Word shape our life, we are vilified, persecuted and executed, then
we are blessed indeed because by that very association we enjoy a
life that is resurrected and eternal in God. By his afflictions, which
we live in our flesh for the transformation of the (inner and outer)
world, and by the crucifixion of our sinfulness, we are saved, not by
substitution (Jesus taking our place) but by solidarity with him, by
embracing him (or rather, by letting him embrace and receive us).
We renounce the Old Adam and, through the reformation of our
hearts, we welcome the New Adam, we live in Christ, a new
creature. That’s the reality we celebrate with Baptism as St. Paul
explains:

Romans6:3TDlon’t you know that all who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? *Therefore, we were buried
together with him through baptism into his death, so that just as
Christ was raised from the dead..., we too can walk in newness
of life... ®This is what we know: the person that we used to be
was crucified with him in order to get rid of the corpse that had
been controlled by sin. That way we wouldn’t be slaves to sin
anymore, because a person who has died has been freed from
sin’s power... "®He died to sin once and for all with his death,
but he lives for God with his life. " In the same way, you also
should consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God in
Christ Jesus.

And

Romans8:10 |f Christ is in you, the Spirit is your life because of God’s
righteousness, but the body is dead because of sin. " If the
Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, the
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one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your human
bodies also, through his Spirit that lives in you. ?So then,
brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, butitisn’t an
obligation to ourselves to live our lives on the basis of
selfishness. If you live on the basis of selfishness, you are
going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the actions of
the body, you will live.

By the grace of God, our life is renewed: we have made it through
the waters as Peter alluded to in his reference to the flood and
Noah’s family, and we have hope in Christ and new standing before
God.

Christ, who went all the way to hell and back, is not easily deterred.
When we resist evil with the help of God, we let Christin us rise
again. Our God does not abandon us. As the Psalmist reminds® us
that “He who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.”
God does not take leave simply because times are tough. Jesus’
death and resurrection tell us that he is all in for us, that there is no
extremes he is not ready to go for us.

The promise, then, is not the cross but life in God is. Love is the
assurance God is for us, that God is in us. In God we find only life.
Suffering and death is not what God gives and not what God wants.
Life is already hard as is, why do we pile cruelty on top of hardship?
Thatis simply evil. God is never on the side of those who procure
suffering and death.

5Psalm 121:4
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No matter how disappointed, overwhelmed and alienated we may
feel, God has the back of those who do good and never leaves them
alone. We are called to endure and remain faithful: life in Christ and
the Spirit is a process rather than an accomplishment.

Let the Spirit of Truth take hold of us. Let us keep God’s
commandment of love for all humanity, persevere in faith and live in
him, the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the
Source of all Life, the Protector and Benefactor of the alien, the
widow and the orphan in our midst. Amen.
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