
 
 

  

 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
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WELCOME 
 

Tonight we name the places where God is stretching us toward 

courage and compassion. 
 

Please stand. 

We gather in the name of the + Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult 696 
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OPENING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. God of strength, meet us in our struggles with your 

steady and compassionate presence. Hold us when we feel 

overwhelmed, and remind us that even in our hardest 

moments, we are not alone. Stretch us toward new life: toward 

growth we cannot yet see, toward courage we did not know we 

had, toward hope that rises again and again. Shape our hearts 

to trust the work You are doing within us, and lead us into 

the fullness of who we are becoming. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

HOLY SCRIPTURE 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK  8:31-38 
 Reader: Vicki Page 
 
31 Jesus began telling his disciples what would happen to him. He 

said, “The nation's leaders, the chief priests, and the teachers of 

the Law of Moses will make the Son of Man suffer terribly. He will 

be rejected and killed, but three days later he will rise to 

life.” 32 Then Jesus explained clearly what he meant. Peter took 

Jesus aside and told him to stop talking like that. 33 But when 

Jesus turned and saw the disciples, he corrected Peter. He said 

to him, “Satan, get away from me! You are thinking like everyone 

else and not like God.” 34  Jesus then told the crowd and the 

disciples to come closer, and he said: If any of you want to be my 

followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your 
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cross and follow me. 35  If you want to save your life, you will 

destroy it. But if you give up your life for me and for the good 

news, you will save it. 36 What will you gain, if you own the whole 

world but destroy yourself? 37 What could you give to get back 

your soul? 38 Don't be ashamed of me and my message among 

these unfaithful and sinful people! If you are, the Son of Man will 

be ashamed of you when he comes in the glory of his Father with 

the holy angels. 

 

A READING FROM THE SECOND LETTER 12:7b-10 
OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS  Reader: Vicki Page 
 

One of Satan's angels was sent to make me suffer terribly, so that 
I would not feel too proud.  8 Three times I begged the Lord to 
make this suffering go away. 9 But he replied, “My gift of 
undeserved grace is all you need. My power is strongest when 
you are weak.” So if Christ keeps giving me his power, I will gladly 
brag about how weak I am. 10 Yes, I am glad to be weak or 
insulted or mistreated or to have troubles and sufferings, if it is for 
Christ. Because when I am weak, I am strong. 

REFLECTION 

Reflection Questions:   

• Where is God inviting me to grow beyond my comfort?  

• What “cross” in my life might become a place of grace rather 
than defeat? 

• What fear or resistance do I need to name?  

• Where is Jesus inviting me to loosen my grip and trust more 
deeply? 
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Liturgical Silence 

Ritual Action:  Feel the tension in the twine. Let it remind you 

that God strengthens us in our stretching. 

Please stand. 

HYMN   What Wondrous Love Is This 666 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Strengthen us, O Christ, to walk the path of transformation with 

courage and steadiness. Shape our hearts to release what no 

longer gives life and to welcome the new work You are 

forming within us. When the journey feels uncertain, steady our 

steps with your wisdom and grace. When we grow weary, renew 

our spirits with your hope. Lead us ever closer to the fullness 

of who You call us to become. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
Receive the blessing of the Holy Trinity: God, who calls all things 
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, 

whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 
HYMN   Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 802 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God! 

 

You may leave in silence. 

 
Offering 

 

You may leave your offering in the basket on your way out. 

 
You may also donate on-line at https://www.nlcww.org, or on our 
Facebook page. You may contribute using Venmo or Zelle if you have an 
account, or use the QR code below: 
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