‘With the birth of Jesus in our hearts
We carry light and love to the world.

Sunday, February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
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RECONCILING IN CHRIST



OUR VALUES STATEMENT: We recognize that we are not here
by chance but are gathered together to be the church of God in
Christ.

We recognize that God is making us, through grace, into a
fellowship that embodies and expresses the spirit of Christ.

In this fellowship there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of us are one
in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). Therefore, we welcome all people,
regardless of religious office, position, possessions, education,
race, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, mental
ability, physical ability or other distinctions; and work to promote
anti-racism. (Adopted 4/6/25)

VISION STATEMENT:

Working as a supportive family of faith to extend God’s gracious
welcome through worship, community service, and spiritual growth
opportunities.
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The Liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

Are you hearing impaired? If you are having difficulty hearing our
worship service, try using our Assisted Hearing System, which is
available from an usher.

Today’s worship service is being live-streamed beginning at
9:25am and will be replayed next Sunday at 6pm on FM radio
station 102.9. The service is available to view anytime on the home
page of our website www.nlcww.org.



In-person attendance for last Sunday: 113

PLEASE MAKE SURE CELL PHONES ARE SILENCED.

CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE O Happy Day Charity Book Putnam
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0 THE GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us
together as the people of God. |

Please stand as you are able and turn toward the baptismal font.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a

Cross.
—Philippians 2:5-8

Please look toward the cross as it processes toward the altar.



GATHERING HYMN O God of Every Nation 713
vw. 1,2,4
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1 O God of ev-'ry mna - ton, of ev - ty race and land,
2 From search forwealth and pow - er and scorn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-en all who la - bor that all may find re - lease
4 Keep bright in us the vi - sion of days when war shall cease,
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re - deem your whole cre -a - tionwith your al-might-y  hand;
from trust in bombs that show - er de - struc-tionthroughthe night,
from fear of rat - tling sa - ber, from dread of war’s in - crease;
when ha - tred and di - vi - sion give way to love and peace,
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where hate and fear di - vide us and bit - ter threats are  hurled,
from pride of race and sta - tion and blind-ness to your  way,
when hope and cour-age fal - ter, Lord, let your voice be heard;
till dawns the morn-ing glo - riouswhen truth and love shall reign,
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n love and mer - cy
de - liv-er ev-'ry

with faith that none can

and Christ shall rule vic

guide us and heal our strife-torn world.

na - tion, ¢ - ter - nal God, we pray.
al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
to - riouso’er all the world’s do - main.



GATHERING BLESSING

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Creator of heaven and
earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the
waters. Amen.

PASTORAL GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God...your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
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0 THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture
readings, preaching, and song.
CHOIR ANTHEM Down to the River to Pray  Lloyd Larson

Chancel Choir
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Mattei

Children may depart for Sunday School.

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER 1:18-31
OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS Reader: Lou Prettyman

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 15 Led by: Lou Prettyman

"LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon
your holy hill?

’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,

who speak the truth from their heart;

*they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their
friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those
who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do
not take back their word.

°>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take
bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things shall
never be overthrown.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
() 4
A P f -
J@D r P C—— Lo
/
Al-le - v - 1 Lord, to whom shall we go?

0
7. — =] —

¢ lJ - 0
J{JD [

You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le-lu - n



THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after
he sat down, his disciples came to him. “And he began to speak
and taught them, saying: ° “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. “ “Blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be comforted. ° “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth. ° “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled. " “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive
mercy. °“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
’“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God. '"“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "' “Blessed are
you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. '“ Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us turn in confession to the One who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, Lover of justice, You call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests at the expense of our
neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from You. Turn
us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of
Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with You, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now
declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in
the righteousness of Christ and forgives your sin in -+ Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others and bless you with
the gift of peace. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate 722
vv. 1,2,3



s

—

:

T

Jr;L;L

f%ijl

1 O Christ, your heart,com - pas-sion -ate, bore ev - ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed thosecast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Chnst,cre - ate new heartsin us that beat in time with yours,
4 0O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
11

ot e —

VE e r fo f —F

==

==

Its  beat - ing was the pulse of God; its  breadth,God’s vast do - main.
SO may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.
whose arms stretched wideup -on  a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The  heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect thyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, r1is - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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to write  God’s love in  hu-man deeds, ¢ ter - ni-ty 1in time.
and help wus  bear an - oth-er’s pain as though it were our own.
that throughour life and min -is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sac - r1i-fice of praise!
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APOSTLES’ CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’'s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the

earth, our home.

After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

@

(D THE MEAL

God feeds us with the presence
of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY

Gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar. You may drop your
monetary offering in the basket by the exit door or at the office during the
week. You may also donate on-line at https.//www.nlcww.org, or on our
Facebook page. You may also contribute using Venmo or Zelle if you have
an account or using the QR code below. For more information about these
methods see today’s Weekly Announcement Sheet.

Assisting Minister unveils the chalice and paten.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what You have prepared for those who love You, yet in this
meal You reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we
have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly ho-1ly Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high-est. Bless - ed 1s  he who comes
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in the name  of the Lord  Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the Giver of Life:

Blessed are You for the birth of creation.

Blessed are You in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are You for your promise to your people.

Blessed are You in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are You for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are You for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among
us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death
and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord

Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with

your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

13



Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come
to the table; taste and see! Guests and friends of any age and
background, take your place at the table!

You may be seated. The ushers will invite each row to come to the altar.
You may stand or kneel at the communion rail and receive bread and wine
(or request a gluten free host and/or grape juice). Please let an usher know
if you cannot come to the altar to receive communion. We will have
communion brought to you.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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mer-cy  on  Us. Lamb  of God, you take a-way the
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sin  of the world, grant us peace, granl us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN Blest Are They 728

0 Leader or All

. . | | i — .
5 o ———
I Blest are they, the  poor in spir - it; theirs is  the
2 Blest are they, the low - ly ones; . . . they shall in -
3 Blest are they..... who show mer - cy; mer - ¢y
4 Blest are they.. ... who seek  peace; . . they are the
5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate, . . . all. .. be -
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king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it the earth. Blest are they who
shall ... be theirs. Blest are they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are  they who
cause . . . of me Re - joice, be glad,
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full of SOT - TOW; they shall be con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. ... .. shall see  God.
suf - fer in faith; the glo-ry of God is theirs.
yours is the king-dom; shine for all to see.
Refrain
All
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Yours is the king-dom of God!
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COMMUNION MEDITATION MUSIC

Please stand as you are able.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face
of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood You
have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and
bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
@

0 THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us
in mission to the world.

Please be seated.

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS
Gracious God... Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Please stand.

BLESSING

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and
tuned your heart for praise * bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG Let Justice Flow Like Streams 17
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I Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll  on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh -ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev -er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
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SENDING

People of Nativity, what is our mission?
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to

the world.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace! Do justice! Love mercy!

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
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NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] Psalm 112:1-10
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 Matthew 5:13-20

COFFEE HOUR - Please join us for fellowship in Winemiller Hall
after today’s worship service.

PRAYERS: The list will be cleared every four weeks. If you wish to remain
on the list for longer than four weeks, please call the office and request a
long-term prayer. In case of emergency, contact the office at 352-597-1456
and leave a detailed message. Messages are checked daily.

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

New this week: Kevin

Continue to pray for: Brian Albright, Killian Ash, Anne Barsumian, Carlos
Bayron, Eric Vincent Baez, Tracy Baker, Frani Barnes, Maria Baynon,
Baynon family, Herb Baynon, Waltraut Bellmann, Windy Binns, Ruth
Brellenthin, Harlee Brown, Paul Todd Brown, Agnes Burkart, Canea family,
Diane Cello, Stacy Christian, C.J. & Colleen, Karen Chipko, Beryl Clements,
Patti Cotter, Denise Crawford, Charles Deon, Dominik Desormeaux, Judy
Dietz, JoAnn Faulkner, Gavin, Jenna, & Ben Felder, Flower family, Vicki
Goers, Patrick Gould, Donald Haig, Irma Haig, Terry Halgren, Carrie Hall-
Tannenbaum, D. Hambaugh, June Heinecke, Gary and Mary Heinecke,
Glenn Heinecke, Jane Henkel, Marilyn Henkel, Kay Hill, Sandra Hill,
Barbara Hofving, Linda Hrab, Beth Johassen, Brian Johnson, Willy K, Karen
family, Finn Katona and family, Leonore Kopitzke, Stephanie Krepshaw,
Maggie Kull, Debra Leinenger, Donna Lucier, Bob Maday, Germaine Major,
Mallory, Elaine Malone, Raina McDannold, Bradford Allen McWilliams, Beth
Morris, Mark and Wayne Musarra, Eva Mydland, Kelly Oliver, Brian Oliver,
Oliver family, Michele Oliver, Lou Prettyman, Barbara Prochilo, Mary Reber,
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Rinehart family, Katherine Rizzo, Colleen Rocco, Rocco family, Dennis
Rogers, Nancy Salzbach, John Sannuto, Carole Schaefer, Shaun, Sirmenis
family, Kathy Swank, Jackie Sweet, Bob & Alice Totten, Antonio Vaznelis,
Vernon, Lauren West, West family, Ginger Wielk, Howard Williams, Luke
Williams, Christopher Younger, Eileen and Carol and Jason

PRAYERS FOR OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY

Nic Baker, Brandi Culpepper, Private Tony D’Angelo, Areil Dietz, Isaac Furr-
Army, Maj. Matthew Henry, Colton Hill, Brandon Holt-Chief Warrant Officer
3, Andria T. Hook, Jonathan Hudson, Perry Langbein, Maj. USAF Will
Lawlor, Cullen McDannold, Zachary McGuire, US Navy CTT2 William
Pause, Brandon Pierce, Clinton Pierce, Isaac Redmond, Andrea Roache,
Joel Roberts, Cpl. Timothy Spruytte, Cameron James Thompson-Airman
3rd Class, LCpl. Erich Timm, Kesley Underwood, Kyle Underwood, Maj.
Chad Waldorf - Airforce.

Altar flowers are given by:

Linda Rizzo In memory of her beloved mother, Marie Bailey.
Sending birthday wishes to heaven today. {3>

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order flowers in honor or in memory of someone,
there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex, or you can call the office at 352-597-1456.
Donation is $25.00. Flowers can be picked up after the 9:30AM Sunday service, or
you can schedule a pick-up time with the office if you are not attending service.
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Worship Leaders

Presiding Minister Reverend Giuseppe Mattei
Assisting Minister Deacon Charlotte Downing
Scripture Reader Lou Prettyman
Acolyte & Crucifer Wayne Morris
Ushers Stephen & Debbie Wendelgass
Music Director Donna Olsen
Guest Organist Kathy Hackemer
Altar Guild Gwen Mahon & Robert Rios
Greeter Evelyn Galli
Sanctuary Connie Chase
AV Director Art Alt
Audio Francesca Bugini & Pat Squires
Cameras Mark Major
Graphics Diane Alt, Ed Lewis & Linda Rizzo
Video Production Vicki Page
Head counter this week June Kristoferson
Data Entry Gwen Mahon

NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF WEEKI WACHEE
A CONGREGATION OF THE FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD OF
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
6363 Commercial Way, Weeki Wachee, FL 34613
Phone (352) 597-1456
Email: Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com, Website: nlcww.org
Reverend Giuseppe Mattei
Deacon Charlotte Downing
Music Director: Donna Olsen
Audio/Visual Director: Art Alt
Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m.
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