
 
 

 

 

With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
We carry light and love to the world. 

 

Sunday, October 27, 2024 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
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OUR VALUES STATEMENT:  We recognize that we are not here by 

chance but are gathered together to be the church of God in Christ. 

We recognize that God is making us, through grace, into a fellowship 
that embodies and expresses the spirit of Christ.  

In this fellowship, there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of us are one in 
Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). We, therefore, welcome equally all 
people, regardless of religious office, position, possessions, education, 
race, age, gender, sexual orientation, mental ability, physical ability or 
other distinctions.  (Adopted 9/7/07) 
 
VISION STATEMENT:   

Working as a supportive family of faith to extend God’s gracious 
welcome through worship, community service, and spiritual growth 
opportunities.   
 

 ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
The Liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting Eight. 
 
Are you hearing impaired?  If you are having difficulty hearing our 
worship service, try using our Assisted Hearing System, which is 
available from an usher. 
 
Today’s worship service is being live-streamed beginning at 9:25am 
and will be replayed next Sunday at 6pm on FM radio station 102.9. 
The service is available to view anytime on the home page of our 
website: www.nlcww.org.   
 
In-person attendance for last Sunday:  130 
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PLEASE MAKE SURE CELL PHONES ARE SILENCED. 
 
CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE  Instumentalist: Kathy Hackemer 
   
 

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us 

together as the people of God. 
  

 
Please stand as you are able and turn toward the baptismal font. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The Lord alone is our radiant hope and we trust in God with all our 
hearts. 
God’s wraparound presence will strengthen us.  
As we trust, we rejoice with an uncontained joy flowing from God! 
Let your love and steadfast kindness overshadow us continually, 
for we trust and we wait upon You! (Psalm 33:20-22) 

 
Please look toward the cross as it processes toward the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN The Church’s One Foundtion  654 
  vv 1,4,5 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal Light, shine in our hearts. Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness 
of our ignorance. Eternal Compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to 
seek your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture  
readings, preaching, and song. 

 
 

 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Don Hart 
 Chancel Choir Director: Janet Holly 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
Children are dismissed for Sunday School. 
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A READING FROM THE LETTER  7:23-28 
TO THE HEBREWS Reader: Carlan Helgeson 
 
23The former priests were many in number, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing in office; 24but he holds his 
priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 
25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 26For 
it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 
27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day 
after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he 
did once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high 
priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, 
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made 
perfect forever. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:46-52 
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
46As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 
47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out 
and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” 
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 
calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said 
to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained 
his sight and followed him on the way. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 



8 
 

SERMON 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM      See Insert 
 
This ritual is used anytime a baptized person is received into the faith community 
through either Confirmation or Reception of New Members. 

Remain standing. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 505 
  vv 1,2,4 
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Stand or sit as you desire. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and the whole creation. 
 
After each petition: God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
the saving grace You freely give, both now and forever. Amen. 
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PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
Gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar.  You may drop your monetary 
offering in the basket by the exit door or at the office during the week.  You may 
also donate on-line at https://www.nlcww.org, or on our Facebook page. Now 
you may also contribute using Venmo or Zelle if you have an account or using 
the QR code below. For more information about these methods see today’s 
Weekly Announcement Sheet.  

 
 
 
Assisting Minister unveils the chalice and paten. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, You have set this table with your very self, and 
called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among 
us and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive 
here, your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and 
all their creatures, with angels and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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REMEMBERING GOD’S ACTS OF GRACE 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
In great love You sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to 
heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Guests and 
friends of any age and background, come and eat at God’s table!  
 
You may be seated. The ushers will invite each row to come to the altar.  You 
may stand or kneel at the communion rail and receive bread and wine (or 
request a gluten free host and/or grape juice). Please let an usher know if you 
cannot come to the altar to receive communion. We will have communion 
brought to you. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 
 
 
 
MEDITATIVE MUSIC 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. As You have nourished us in this 
meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In 
your name we pray. Amen. 



15 
 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us 
in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with 

us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG We All Are One in Mission 576 
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SENDING 
 

People of Nativity, what is our mission? 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to the 
world. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace! You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE  Instrumentalist: Kathy Hackemer 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 24 

Revelations 21:1-6a John 11:32-44 

 
COFFEE HOUR – Please join us for fellowship in Winemiller Hall after 
today’s worship service.  
 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

New this week:  Anthony Laviano & family, Bradford Allen McWilliams 
 
Continue to pray for: Stephen Benner, Windy and Bill Binns, Iris 
Brunner, Agnes Burkart, Roger Cawley, Joyce Colombo, Patti Cotter, 
Barb and Jim Cox, Judy Dietz, Irene Froehlich, Donald Haig, Irma Haig, 
Terry Halgren, June Heinecke, Gary and Mary Heinecke, Glenn 
Heinecke, Marilyn Henkel, Kay Hill, Barbara Hofving, Klaus 
Horstmann, Brian Johnson, June Johnston, Debra Leinenger, Elaine 
Malone, Charlene Massey, Antonio Mattei, Raina McDannold, 
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Benjamin McDowall, Rosemarie Mengele, Mark and Wayne Musarra, 
Raymond Pempsell, Lou Prettyman, Dennis Rogers, Angela Russell, 
Carole & Dick Schaefer, Eileen Smith, Barbara Strohl, Alice Totten, 
Christopher Younger, Lauretta Z. 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY 

Nic Baker, Brandi Culpepper, Private Tony D’Angelo, Areil Dietz, Tyler 
A. Germann, 1st Lt. Robert M. Heinecke, Maj. Matthew Henry, Colton 
Hill, Andria T. Hook, Jonathan Hudson, Maj. USAF Will Lawlor, Cullen 
McDannold, Zachary McGuire, CTT1 William Pause, Brandon Pierce, 
Clinton Pierce, Isaac Redmond, Andrea Roache, Joel Roberts, Cpl. 
Timothy Spruytte, Cameron James Thompson-Airman 3rd Class, Cpl. 
Erich Timm, Chief Warrant Officer 3-Adam Timmerman, Airman Bob 
Totten, Kesley Underwood, Kyle Underwood, Maj. Chad Waldorf - 
Airforce. 
 
PRAYERS:  The list will be cleared every four weeks.  If you wish to 
remain on the list for longer than four weeks, please call the office and 
request a long-term prayer.  In case of emergency, contact the office 
at 352-597-1456 and leave a detailed message.  Messages are 
checked daily. 
                 
 

               Altar flowers given by: 
 
 June Heinecke in loving memory of Nancy 
 
 Linda Rizzo in memory of her mother,  
  Marie Bailey  
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Altar Flowers:  If you would like to order flowers in honor or in memory 
of someone, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex, or you can call the 
office at 352-597-1456.  Donation is $25.00 per vase.  Flowers can be 
picked up after the 9:30AM Sunday service, or you can schedule a pick-
up time with the office if you are not attending service. 

 

Worship Leaders 
 

Presiding Minister  Pastor Giuseppe Mattei 

Assisting Minister  Deacon Clyde Rosten 

Scripture Reader  Carlan Helgeson 

Ushers  Robert Rios 

Acolyte/Crucifer  Robert Rios 

Greeters  Evelyn Galli 

Music Director  Donna Olsen 

Bell Choir Directors  Janet & Todd Holly 

Altar Guild Suzanne Chelf & Linda Russo 

Sanctuary  Connie Chase & Beryl Clements 

AV Director  Art Alt 

Audio  Pat Squires 

Cameras Tim Cotter & Mark Major 

Graphics  Diane Alt, Ed Lewis & Linda Rizzo 

Video Production  Vicki Page 

Head Counter  Barbara Crisanti 

Data Entry  Diane Alt 
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF WEEKI WACHEE 
A CONGREGATION OF THE FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD OF 

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
6363 Commercial Way, Weeki Wachee, FL  34613 

Phone (352) 597-1456 
Email: Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com, Website: nlcww.org 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 
Deacon Charlotte Downing 

Deacon Clyde Rosten 
Music Director: Donna Olsen 
Audio/Visual Director: Art Alt 

Bell Choir Directors: Janet & Todd Holly 
Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m. 
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