
 
 

 

 

 

With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
We carry light and love to the world. 

 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

 
The Liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 
Are you hearing impaired?  If you are having difficulty hearing are worship 
service, try using our Assisted Hearing System, which is available from an 
usher. 
 
Today’s worship service is being live-streamed beginning at 9:25am and will 
be replayed next Sunday at 6pm on FM radio station 102.9. The service is 
available to view anytime on the home page of our website: www.nlcww.org.   
 
In-person attendance for last Sunday:  129 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising 
Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing 
new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of 
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism 
we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life.  
 
CHIMES Indicates the start of worship. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



3 
 

 
PRELUDE Sheep May Safely Graze J.S. Bach 
  Organist: Kathy Hackemer 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us 

together as the people of God. 
  

 

Please stand as you are able and turn toward the baptismal font. 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

God, come to our aid! 
O Lord, make haste to help us! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. 
 
 
Please look toward the cross as it processes toward the altar. 
 

 
GATHERING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 886 
  vv. 1, 4 & 5 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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KYRIE ELEISON  Cantor: Sharon Schroeder 
 
The cantor sings the verses, the congregation sings the refrain.  

 

 



6 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God… one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture  

readings, preaching, and song. 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC My Hope Fettke/Grassi 
  Sanctuary Choir 
 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL 37:1-14 
  Reader: Kathy Mullins 
 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 130 

1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  
5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for 

the morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
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with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Lenten Refrain                                                  Return to the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 11:1-45 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 

her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 

perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 

ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
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glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 

sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 

two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to 

the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of 

daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 

see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 

because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our 

friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 

right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 

thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 

plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 

that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called 

the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 

with him.” 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already 

been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 

two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 

on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28When she had said 

this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
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“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to 

the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The 

Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 

quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus 

was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have 

you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began 

to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of 

them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came 

to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus 

said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 

to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 

looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I 

knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 

crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 

of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 

him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 

Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

 

SERMON  
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for 
repentance and God’s mercy. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, we confess to You our faults and failings. Too often we 
neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves 
instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your 
creation; we cause hurt though You call us to heal; we choose fear 
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek 
to follow in your way of life. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only 
Son, so that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces 

you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you 

in the Spirit’s power.  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (see insert) 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This 666 
  vv. 1, 3 & 4 
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Stand or sit as you desire. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

 

After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
We lift our prayers to You, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and 
your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
You may drop your offering in the basket by the exit door or at the office during 
the week.  You may also donate on-line at https://www.nlcww.org, or on our 
Facebook page. 
 
Assisting Minister unveils the chalice and paten. 

 

  

https://www.nlcww.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present 
them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our 
hearts to receive You in this meal as You pour out your very 
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come and receive Jesus, our Strength in the wilderness. 
 
Please be seated. Please follow the instructions of the ushers as you come 

forward. Please let an usher know if you cannot come to the altar to receive 

communion. We will have communion brought to you. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  485, 779, 781, 820, 613 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of 
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower 
us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with 
your love.  Amen. 
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THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us 
in mission to the world. 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

God, the Giver of love, ☩ Christ, the Resurrection and the Life, and the 

Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG You Are the Way 758 
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SENDING 
 

People of Nativity, what is our mission? 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to the 
world. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace! Serve in love! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE Prelude in D Minor J.S. Bach 
  Organist: Kathy Hackemer 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm: 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 Matthew 26:14-27:66 / 27:11-54 

 
 
PRAYERS:  The list will be cleared every other week.  If you wish to remain on 
the list for longer than two weeks, please call the office and request a long-term 
prayer.  In case of emergency, contact the office at 352-597-1456 and leave a 
detailed message.  Messages are checked daily. 
 

 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Judy and Frank Alessio, Arroyo family, Tracy Baker, Anne & Debbie 
Barsumian, Baynon family, Windy and Bill Binns, Linda Borowski’s 
family, Agnes Burkart, Joyce Colombo, Woody and Joan Cornetta, 
Denise Crawford, JC Desormeaux, Judy Dietz, Tracy Flanders and 
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family, Irene Froehlich, Arlene Gault, Janis & Ryan Geiger, Geiser 
family, Patrick Gould, Donald Haig, Irma Haig, Terry Halgren, Gary and 
Mary Heinecke, Glenn Heinecke, Jim Hennessey, Kay Hill, Sandra Hill, 
Carolyn Hively, Hannah Hope, Barbara Jankowski, Brian Johnson, 
June Johnston, Willy K., Alfred Korndoerfer, Buddy Kristoferson, Ken 
Larsen, Lofgren family, Ned Long, Carl Lundh, Elaine Malone, Antonio 
Mattei, Penny Morman, Mark and Wayne Musarra, Sheryl O’Conner, 
Oliver family, Lisa Passerelli, Michael Petty, Rocco family, Rhonda 
Schadler, Eileen Smith, Barbara Strohl, Jessica Swan, Mary Ann 
Szankowski, family of Chad and Katy Waldorf, West family, Janet 
Wilkens, Roger & Jane Zimany, Lauretta Z. 
 
PRAYERS FOR OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY 

Nic Baker, Brandi Culpepper, Areil Dietz, Tyler A. Germann, 1st Lt. 
Robert M. Heinecke, Maj. Matthew Henry, Colton Hill, Andria T. Hook, 
Jonathan Hudson, Cpt. Will Lawlor, Zachary McGuire, CTT2 William 
Pause, Brandon Pierce, Clinton Pierce, Isaac Redmond, Andrea 
Roache, Joel Roberts, William Robishaw, Cpl. Timothy Spruytte, LCpl. 
Erich Timm, Kesley Underwood, Kyle Underwood, Maj. Chad Waldorf 
- Airforce. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 

Presiding Minister  Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

Assisting Minister  Deacon Charlotte Downing 

Cantor  Sharon Schroeder 

Scripture Reader  Kathy Mullins 

Ushers  Claude Major & Robert Rios 

Greeter  Evelyn Galli 

Music Director  Donna Olsen 

Bell Choir Directors  Janet & Todd Holly 

Altar Guild  Mae Haines & Janet Jones 

Sanctuary  Connie Chase & Beryl Clements 

AV Director  Art Alt 

Audio  Guy Peeters, Tim Noe & Pat Squires 

Cameras Tim Cotter, Buddy Kristoferson & Mark Major 

Graphics  Diane Alt, Ed Lewis & Linda Rizzo 

Video Production  Vicki Page 

Head counter this week  Barbara Crisanti 
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VISION STATEMENT 

Working as a supportive family of faith to extend God’s gracious welcome 
through worship, community service, and  

spiritual growth opportunities 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
we carry light and love to the world. 

 
OUR VALUES STATEMENT 

We recognize that we are not here by chance but are gathered together to 
be the church of God in Christ. 

We recognize that God is making us, through grace, into a Fellowship that 
embodies and expresses the spirit of Christ.  

In this fellowship, there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave 
or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of us are one in Christ 
Jesus (Galatians 3:28). We, therefore, welcome equally all people, 
regardless of religious office, position, possessions, education, race, age, 
gender, sexual orientation, mental ability, physical ability or other 
distinctions.  (Adopted 9/7/07) 

NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF WEEKI WACHEE 
A CONGREGATION OF THE FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD OF 

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
6363 Commercial Way, Weeki Wachee, FL  34613 

Phone (352) 597-1456 
Email: Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com, Website: nlcww.org 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 
Deacon Charlotte Downing 

Deacon Clyde Rosten 
Music Director: Donna Olsen 
Audio/Visual Director: Art Alt 

Bell Choir Directors: Janet & Todd Holly 
Sunday Services at 9:30 a.m. 
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