
 
 

 

 

 

 

With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
We carry light and love to the world. 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

 
The Liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 
Are you hearing impaired?  If you are having difficulty hearing are worship 
service, try using our Assisted Hearing System, which is available from an 
usher. 
 
Today’s worship service is being live-streamed beginning at 9:25am and will 
be replayed next Sunday at 6pm on FM radio station 102.9. The service is 
available to view anytime on the home page of our website: www.nlcww.org.   
 
In-person attendance for last Sunday:  122 
Average on-line views for December 135 

 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets 
and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who 
have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most 
profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are 
oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather 
around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share 
the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace 
and mercy. 
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CHIMES Indicates the start of worship. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE Jesus, The Light of the World Lloyd Larson 
  Nativity Choir 
 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us 

together as the people of God. 
  

 

Please stand as you are able and turn toward the baptismal font. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

 
Please look toward the cross as it processes toward the altar. 
 

GATHERING HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after 

us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of 

goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture  

readings, preaching, and song. 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC How Great Thou Art Gary Lanier 
   Trumpet: Todd Holly 
   Accompanist: Carlan Helgeson 
 
A READING FROM THE BOOK 9:1-4 
OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH  Reader: Carlan Helgeson 
 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time the LORD brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land 

of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people 
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who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied 

the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 

joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke 

of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in 

the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 

beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the 

hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 
6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround 

me. Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 

rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD.  
7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me and answer 

me. 
8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O 

LORD, I will seek. 
9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in 

anger. Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, 

O God of my salvation.  

 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been 

spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15“Land of 

Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles—16the people who sat in darkness have seen a 

great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

light has dawned.” 17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 18As he walked by the Sea 

of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish 

for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he 
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went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 

his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their 

nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed him. 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 

curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON  
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, Source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped 
up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced your 
righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from You. For the 
sake of the world You so love, forgive us, that we may be 
reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. 
 
Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new 
things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in 

the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me 798 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Stand or sit as you desire. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 

 

After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
We bring to You our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 
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THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
OFFERING 
 
You may drop your offering in the basket by the exit door or at the office during 
the week.  You may also donate on-line at https://www.nlcww.org, or on our 
Facebook page. 
 
Assisting Minister unveils the chalice and paten. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Liberating God, You break the bonds of injustice and let the 
oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all 
your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your 
justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus 
our Savior, Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

https://www.nlcww.org/
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom You will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
Please be seated. Please follow the instructions of the ushers as you come 

forward. Please let an usher know if you cannot come to the altar to receive 

communion. We will have communion brought to you. 

 

Lamb of God 

 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS  661, 482, 802, 659, 656 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Holy One, we thank You for the healing that springs forth 
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love 
kindness, and journey humbly with You.  Amen. 
 

 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us 
in mission to the world. 

 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s 

rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold You, today and always.  Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG We Are Marching in the Light 866 
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Additional stanzas ad lib.: 
 

We are dancing… 
We are praying… 
We are singing… 
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SENDING 
 

People of Nativity, what is our mission? 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to the 
world. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace! Follow in the way of Jesus! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE Rise Up and Serve the Lord Patricia Lou Harris 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Micah 6:1-8 Psalm: 15 

1 Corinthian 1:18-31 Matthew 5:1-12 

 
PRAYERS:  The list will be cleared every other week.  If you wish to remain on 
the list for longer than two weeks, please call the office and request a long-term 
prayer.  In case of emergency, contact the office at 352-597-1456 and leave a 
detailed message.  Messages are checked daily. 

 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Tracey Baker, Hermine Beurklian, Windy and Bill Binns, Linda 

Borowski’s family, Agnes Burkart, Joyce Colombo, Woody and Joan 

Cornetta, Denise Crawford, Judy Dietz, Baby Finn, Irene Froehlich, 

Janis & Ryan Geiger, Geiser family, Addy Hackl, Donald Haig, Irma 

Haig, Terry Halgren, Ronald Hanson, Linda Hanson, Gary and Mary 

Heinecke, Kay Hill, Sandra Hill, Carolyn Hively, Don Hoy, Brian 

Johnson, June Johnston, Alfred Korndoerfer, Buddy Kristoferson, 
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Evelyn Lawlor, Lofgren family, Ned Long, Carl Lundh, Elaine Malone, 

Cam Martin, Mark and Wayne Musarra, Sheryl O’Conner, Oliver family, 

LeeMoi Salmon, Schuttler family, Eileen Smith, John Sparmo, Barbara 

Strohl, Lorraine & Vinnie Vadala, West family, Janet Wilkens, Janet 

Scully Williamson, Roger & Jane Zimany, Lauretta Z. 

 
PRAYERS FOR OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY 

Nic Baker, Brandi Culpepper, Areil Dietz-US Army, Tyler A. Germann-
US Air Force, Robert M. Heinecke-2nd Lt USMC, Maj. Matthew Henry, 
Colton Hill, Andria T. Hook, Jonathan Hudson, Cpt. Will Lawlor, 
Zachary McGuire, CTT2 William Pause, Brandon Pierce, Clinton 
Pierce, Isaac Redmond, Andrea Roache, Joel Roberts, William 
Robishaw, Cpl. Timothy Spruytte, LCpl Erich Timm, Kesley 
Underwood, Kyle Underwood, Chad Waldorf. 
 

 

Flowers on the altar are given by: 

 
Susan Lee In celebration of her mother, Terry Halgen, on her 

90th birthday. 

Gwen Mahon In memory of her mother, Eleanor DeVore. 
 
 
Altar Flowers:  If you would like to order flowers in honor or in memory of 
someone, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex, or you can call the office at 
352-597-1456.  Donation is $25.00.  Flowers can be picked up after the 9:30AM 
Sunday service, or you can schedule a pick-up time with the office if you are not 
attending service. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 

Presiding Minister  Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

Assisting Minister  Deacon Clyde Rosten 

Scripture Reader  Carlan Helgeson 

Ushers  Gwen Mahon & Claude Major 

Greeter  Evelyn Galli 

Music Director  Donna Olsen 

Bell Choir Directors  Janet & Todd Holly 

Altar Guild  Connie Chase & Janet Jones 

Sanctuary  Connie Chase & Beryl Clements 

AV Director  Art Alt 

Audio  Guy Peeters, Tim Noe & Pat Squires 

Cameras Tim Cotter, Buddy Kristoferson & Mark Major 

Graphics  Diane Alt, Ed Lewis & Linda Rizzo 

Video Production  Vicki Page 

Head counter this week  Barbara Crisanti 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
we carry light and love to the world. 

 

 OUR VALUES STATEMENT 

We recognize that we are not here by chance but are gathered together 
to be the church of God in Christ. 

We recognize that God is making us, through grace, into a Fellowship 
that embodies and expresses the spirit of Christ.  

In this fellowship, there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of us are one in 
Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). We, therefore, welcome equally all 
people, regardless of religious office, position, possessions, education, 
race, age, gender, sexual orientation, mental ability, physical ability or 
other distinctions.  (Adopted 9/7/07) 

NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF WEEKI WACHEE 
A CONGREGATION OF THE FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD OF 

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
6363 Commercial Way, Weeki Wachee, FL  34613 

Phone (352) 597-1456 
Email: Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com, Website: nlcww.org 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 
Deacon Charlotte Downing 

Deacon Clyde Rosten 
Music Director: Donna Olsen 
Audio/Visual Director: Art Alt 

Bell Choir Directors: Janet & Todd Holly 
Sunday Services at 9:30 a.m. 
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