
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
We carry light and love to the world. 

 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

 
The Liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 
Are you hearing impaired?  If you are having difficulty hearing our worship 
service, try using our Assisted Hearing System, which is available from an 
usher. 
 
Today’s worship service is being live streamed beginning at 9:25am, and will 
be replayed next Sunday at 6pm on FM radio station 102.9. Service is available 
to VIEW anytime on the home page of our website www.nlcww.org.   
 
In-person attendance for last Sunday:  78 
 
Our on-line attendance has remained steady at around 100 per Sunday.  
Others worship with us by listening to the radio broadcast on Sunday evening. 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
It is God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early 
church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s 
assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have 
no fear. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CHIMES Indicates the start of worship. 
 
PRELUDE I Believe in Miracles Peterson/Bock 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us 

together as the people of God. 
  

 

Please stand as you are able and turn toward the baptismal font. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
God of the ages, we sing your praises in the vineyards of our lives. 

Tend the garden of our love. 

Where we have become ragged and wild, 

prune us in the way we should grow. 

Nurture the soil of our hope. 

Let your hand be upon us, leading us to Jesus, 

the Perfecter of our faith. 

Heal the roots of our faith. 

Bring us rain in drought, shade in scorching heat, 

and protection in the wilderness. 

Protect the growth of our spirit. Amen. 

 
Please look toward the cross as it processes toward the altar. 
 

GATHERING HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 771 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, You sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 

church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be 

ready to receive You wherever You appear, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture  

readings, preaching, and song. 
 
 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC Oh, How He Loves You and Me Kaiser/Lehmann 
  Pianist: Carlan Helgeson 
 
A READING FROM THE LETTER  11:1-3, 8-16 
TO THE HEBREWS  Reader: Evelyn Lawlor 
 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith 

we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 

that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 8By faith 

Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 

to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 

going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, 

as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 

heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city 

that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he 
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received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 

herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 

promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 

descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 13All of these died in faith 

without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 

greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners 

on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 

are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that 

they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But 

as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 

God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a 

city for them. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 12:32-40 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said: 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give 

alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 

treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35“Be dressed 

for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for 

their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open 

the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those 

slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 

will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and 

serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 

and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39“But know this: if the 

owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
A moment of silence for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path but 
have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before 
ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met 
by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free 
us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven.  You are free to love as God loves.  
Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance 638 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Remain standing or sit as you desire. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One 

in prayer. 

 

After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our Holy Wisdom. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
OFFERING 
 
You may drop your offering in the basket by the exit door or at the office during 
the week.  You may also donate on-line at https://www.nlcww.org, or on our 
Facebook page. 
 

https://www.nlcww.org/
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Assisting Minister unveils the chalice and paten. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of abundance: You have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As 

we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, 

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 

the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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REMEMBERING GOD’S ACTS OF GRACE 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, You have brought us 
this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness You did not abandon us, but guided us into 
the path of love and light. 
 
In every age You sent prophets to make known your loving will for all 
humanity. 
 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and 
thirst for justice is your own desire. 
 
In the fullness of time, You sent your chosen servant to preach good 
news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen.   Christ will come again. 
  

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day 
when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.  Amen. 
  

Send your Holy Spirit, our Advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share 
this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice 
in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every 
age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the 
freedom and hope of your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet! 
 
Please follow the instructions of the ushers as you come forward.   
 

Please let an usher know if you cannot come to the altar to receive communion. 
We will have communion brought to you. 

 
Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  856, 764, 592, 656, 759 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, through this meal You have bandaged our wounds 

and fed us with your mercy.  Now send us forth to live for others, 

both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us 
in mission to the world. 

 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As 

You sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who 

set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick and 

homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who 

will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort 

you, and show you the path of life this day and always.  Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG How Small Our Span of Life 636 
  vv. 1, 3-4 
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SENDING 

 

People of Nativity, what is our mission? 
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to the 
world. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace!  Love your neighbor! 

Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE Allegro Vivace John Stanley 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
 
NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Jeremiah 23:23-29 Psalm 82 

Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2 Luke 12:49-56 

 
 
PRAYERS:  The list will be cleared every other week.  If you wish to remain on 
the list for longer than two weeks, please call the office and request a long-term 
prayer.  In case of emergency, contact the office at 352-597-1456 and leave a 
detailed message.  Messages are checked daily. 
 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 
Angela, Rob Anthony, Tracey Baker, Frani and Larry Barnes, Anne 
Barsumian, Windy and Bill Binns, Linda Borowski’s son and family, 
Linda Borowski’s daughter and family, Agnes Burkart, Debbie 
Christian, Joyce Colombo, Woody and Joan Cornetta, Patti Cotter, 
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Denise Crawford, Kat Crawford, Eric D'Ambrogi, Liz Deon, Vivian 
Deon, Judy Dietz, Charlotte Downing, Irene Froehlich, Rich Geiser, 
Addy Hackl, Donald Haig, Irma Haig, Terry Halgren, Gary and Mary 
Heinecke, Richard and Nancy Heinecke, Marilyn Henkel, Kay Hill, 
Brian Johnson, June Johnston, Alfred Korndoerfer, Kowchuck family, 
June and Buddy Kristoferson, Lofgren family, Carl Lundh, Gwen 
Mahon, Mary and Bob McDowall, Rich and Sharelle Miller, Mark and 
Wayne Musarra, Sheryl O’Conner, Oliver family, Jack Page, Rich 
Rombalski, Barbara Strohl, Paul Umbaugh, Lorraine & Vinnie Vadala, 
Lucille Varela, Violet Weeks, West family, Janet Wilkens, Roger & Jane 
Zimany, Lauretta Z. 
 
PRAYERS FOR OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY 

Nic Baker, Brandi Culpepper, Daniel Davis, Tyler A. Germann-US Air 
Force, Robert M. Heinecke-2nd Lt USMC, Maj. Matthew Henry, Colton 
Hill, Andria T. Hook, Jonathan Hudson, Cpt. Will Lawlor, Zachary 
McGuire, CTT2 William Pause, Brandon Pierce, Clinton Pierce, Isaac 
Redmond, Andrea Roache, Joel Roberts, William Robishaw, OS2 
Jordan A. Torres, Cpl. Timothy Spruytte, Kesley Underwood, Kyle 
Underwood, Chad Waldorf. 
 
 

 

Flowers on the altar are given by: 

 
Barbara Cornell 

In loving memory of her mother, Barbara Fastook, Happy Birthday! 
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Altar Flowers:  If you would like to order flowers in honor or in memory of 

someone, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex, or you can call the office at 

352-597-1456.  Donation is $25.00.  Flowers can be picked up after the 9:30AM 

Sunday service, or you can schedule a pick-up time with the office if you are not 

attending service. 

 

Worship Leaders 
 

 

Presiding Minister  Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 

Assisting Minister  Rev. Dr. Carlan Helgeson 

Scripture Reader Evelyn Lawlor 

Crucifer  Claude Major 

Acolyte  Mark Major 

Usher  Robert Rios & Eddie Q. 

Music Director  Donna Olsen 

Bell Choir Directors  Janet & Todd Holly 

Altar Guild Connie Chase & Sharon Schroeder 

Sanctuary  Connie Chase 

Greeter Evelyn Galli 

AV Director  Art Alt 

Audio  Guy Peeters, Tim Noe & Pat Squires 

Cameras  Tim Cotter, Buddy Kristoferson &  

  Mark Major 

Graphics  Diane Alt, Ed Lewis & Linda Rizzo 

Video Production  Vicki Page 

Gardener(s) 

Head counter this week  Jean Drach 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

With the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
we carry light and love to the world. 

 

 OUR VALUES STATEMENT 

We recognize that we are not here by chance but are gathered together 
to be the church of God in Christ. 

We recognize that God is making us, through grace, into a Fellowship 
that embodies and expresses the spirit of Christ.  

In this fellowship, there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of us are one in 
Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). We, therefore, welcome equally all 
people, regardless of religious office, position, possessions, education, 
race, age, gender, sexual orientation, mental ability, physical ability or 
other distinctions.  (Adopted 9/7/07) 

NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF WEEKI WACHEE 
A CONGREGATION OF THE FLORIDA-BAHAMAS SYNOD OF 

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
6363 Commercial Way, Weeki Wachee, FL  34613 

Phone (352) 597-1456 
Email: Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com, Website: nlcww.org 

Reverend Giuseppe Mattei 
Deacon Charlotte Downing 

Deacon Jack Page 
Deacon Clyde Rosten 

ELCA Deacon Michelle Mehan-Conklin 
Music Director: Donna Olsen 
Audio/Visual Director: Art Alt 

Bell Choir Directors: Janet & Todd Holly 
Sunday Services at 9:30 a.m. 

mailto:Nativitylutheran63@gmail.com

