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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A moment of silence for self-reflection.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from You and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
You, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

God, Whose Almighty Word
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE ELEISON (Have mercy on us, Lord…) to be sung
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Glory be to God in heaven…) to be sung
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us,
bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL

16:1-13

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
THE PSALM

Psalm 23

1The

LORD| is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.
A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS

5:8-14

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Return to the Lord) to be sung
THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Have No Fear, Little Flock
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.
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After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to You;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our Provider, You have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, You have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the
song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG

Christ, Be Our Light

SENDING
People of Nativity, what is our mission?
With the birth of Jesus in our hearts we carry light and love to the world.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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